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tranſcribed at Length, Examined by the faid 
7. TOR and publiſhed by his Permiſſion. 


en _m—_—_— — ect I Daten comeo ono 5 WEL 


| 
| 
| 
k 
{ 


LONDON: 


Sold by T. Coo EN at the Globe in Pater uofer Row, 
MDCC XXXYIT1, 


THOMAS STORY. - 


—6)h5hͤ ä »Ä— WW ĩ˙ 


771 


L 334 $14 hi. 


His 


* 3 


| £8 - 


I 


* 


W 


* * 4 4 * CL 84 


1 Diſcourſes, I find them 
agreeable to what I delivered 5 
in the Meetings, to the beſt off 
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HOUGH the UſcfulneG of 
PREACHING is 3 
acknow led ged among C 
ſtians, yet we find they differ 
nin Opinion with Regard to 
the Manner of performing it, and the Quali- 
fications neceſſary to the Preacher. A Man 
is generally required to go through 4 Courſe 
of Learning at a College or an Academy, 
before he be admitted to the Miniſterial Of. 
fice; which done, his uſual Method of i in 
ſtructing others, is, by reading in publick a 
2 Diſcourſe 


97 9 


to be of the ſame Sentiment. 


e . of Exp. pre 


* 3 


not accompanied mich the vicar - 
the Learned Languages, are ſufficient to con- 
ſtizate a Miniſter,of the Goſſ 
beſt knd mot ſycocſsful 1 
vercd without any Premeditation of the 
Preacher, when under ſuch a Concern of 
Mind, as would dender his Silence inconſiſtent 
with his Duty. This laſt » well known 
le ulled 
ge myſelf 


enen e is. Kendo grammariedz chat * 1 | 

5 deut for him to avid T aut615giE, 
ind to obſerve that Method and Coherence 
which are he'd 10 the 5 775 of 1 Bil 
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" are conſidered; which being to inform the 
Mind, has no farther Regard to the Ear, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, than what is neceſſary to- 
wards being underſtood. Not that I deny 
or deſpiſe the Beauties of Language, and the 
Force of Eloquence, or believe the Quaxenrs 
leſs ſenſible of them than others are; but as 
the Amendment of the Heart is, or ought 
ro be, principally in the Preachers View, 
they think a caſual Slip of Expreſſion very 
excuſable, while his Meaning is obvious 11 
mu. as sive 4 Ptoper 4 Attention. 


PLAINNESS dea EP Preacher 

is certainly moſt agreeable to the Simplicity 
of the Goſpel, however it may be ridiculed 
by thoſe who will not give themſelyes time 
to conſider the Nature of Chriſtlanity, or 
by thoſe who endeavour to make every 
thing myſterious in Religion, in order to 
ſerve their own private Purpoſes. It is like- 
wiſe moſt ſuitable to the Capacities of Man- 
kind in general: And I believe it will hardly 
1 denied, that a plain practical Diſcourſe 
is preferable to a learned ſpeculative one, 
if it be conſidered, that the former may 
8 be of Mata Benefit, wheres the latter 
119 TO HI; 1 Wl 21 145 bi can 


PrETAGE- 


to e, | 


15 MG L hinted n ma not * un- 
rito0d to blame gr depretiate the Accom- 
eee. and . 5 


and n more eſpecially to a Preacher, "But to 
the 8 ERS: rm * 1 


Miniſter, they —— condemacd. as 27 7 
ſpiſers of Sciencg, and obttinate Encouragers 
of Ignorance, even in their Teachers, in 
| whom Knowledge ought, moſt to abound. 


Which, waong Notion. has ſo. much. Pre- 
vailed, that Men of Fra N nc will 
Smile; and, 5 they, come wg a: al Ex- 
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| id ap fa rom inſmua king, * what Lhave 
did, char the following Piſeourſes ate of 
fered. to — World as 2 Specimen, of un- 
common Learning and Floquence; they be- 
ing neither preached ov a View of being 

made 


p K FE F 1A C E. 
made publick, nor at feſt taken down with. 
that Intent : Nor are they choſe on Accolint 
of their excelling tie Diſcourſes generally 
delivered by the ſame Perſon; fot, as they 
were ſpoken without the particular Deſign 
of Publication, it js'Iniprobable ttiey ſhould 
contain a artet Ercellenciess 2 * 

. Wii 11911 1 01575 2316 e 
Wit they were tranſctibed Koni te 
Shot Hand, and ſhewn to ſevetal Frlends 

who heard theni; they appeared ſo full of 
ſound Doctrine and Argument, that it was | 
q they might beat printing, with a few / | 
trifling / Alterations which were accotdingly 
made, agteeably 5 what the Author and 
ſome *th the At allet could reeolleR of theit 
fir 3 he declining to alrer them in any 
e Kegel, char they might” keep theit 
genuine Simplicity, notwithſtanding. a. few 
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As 0 Dilkoutles ate ia" 'to'1 | 
Publick as 1 W Were firſt deliyered” by one I 
engaged in 2 pretty conſtant | 1 
Fe Without any other Deſign, than 
the Edification of His Heaxers, and: 
with little or no Improvement, che Allow- 
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Vears in ſtudying the Art of making them, 
and who never produce one without La- 


PR E I A: C B. 


ance which is natural on theſe Accounts 
will; 1 believe, be as much Indulgence as 
eee, eee, eee 


* 


2. 5 1 conclude, 1 cannot help ob- 
Karls, with much Pleaſure, how Cl 
theſe are, even in their preſent Form, to 
many.. Sermons which are daily publiſhed 
by Men who have ſpent, a Number of 


bour and mature Deliberation. --+- In Diſ: 
courſes offered by ſuch Men, als are 
much leſs, excuſable, it being the profeſſed 
| Buſineſs of their Lives to avoid them; great 
Part of which is aſſigned to the Study of 
a Science unknown to the firſt Promulga- 
tors of the Goſpel, that of our School. Di. 
vinity which has been of very little Ser- 
vice to Mankind, unleſs by introdiicng 
| vaſt Number of ſubtil and perplexinng w_ 
ſtinctions, unintelligible Definitions, 5 
luch-Iixe Stuff, wherein ſome of the fon 
famous modern Preachers ate pecul tatly 
killed; but which can never in the leaſt 


promote the main Deſign of Chriſtianity, 


the Putting an End to Sin, and the Intro. 


Latin of 1 Righttoufieſs. © =” ; 
HAVE. 


Fa 


— 
Be, 


PRE F ACE. 


InAvx nothing more to add, than my 
1 earneſt Wiſh, that theſe Diſcourſes may be 5 
1 read with Coolnefs, and without Prejudice 
3B or Partiality ; and that the Divine Bleſſing 
may attend the Peruſal of them, which 
alone can make them effectual to anſwer 
the Peſign of the Preacher, and the Deſire 
Fr, J 
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The Fall of Man in the Firſt Adam, and 
his Reſtoration by Cimisr, the Second 


Adam, Page 53 
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A DISCOURSE upon 


mebrifat Iwvicarion of Gop to All 
Mankind, to come unto Him for Sat 
vation, Page 83 
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A DISCOURSE deloverid at ; the 
 Meeting- Houſe in Gracechurch rem F 
London, June 12, 9 


„ 


HAVE in Remembrance a very 
ſnort Precept of a Man of Un- 
derſtanding, tho not under the 
75 Character of a Few or Chriſtian, 
which, I think, may be well 

SALE» worthy of the Notice of every 
one here; and it is this: Know 
«© Thyſelf. There is not a more uſeful Know- 
ledge than this, except the Knowledge of God; 
and if we do not know ourſelves, how ſhall we 
know the Lord? I have obſerved, as I fat in 


Silence, waiting . in this Meeting, _ 


N 


aſſigned them; and then alſo they 


10 th ADVANTAGES 


all Matter is created of God, as well that which - 


iu iwer and Lifclefs, as the living Creatures; and 
ainted with revolves 
— 


1 but t 
— 


Tu Plants of the Earth obſerve a FE "Ol 
_ Age to Age; From ſmall Seeds they ſpring 
, and proceed from Stature to Stature, after 
den Kinds, till they arrive at the Perfections 
gradually de- 
cline, and others take Place from their Seeds and 
as their Offspring. 


Tu living Creatures alſo obſerve the Laws 
preſcribed them ; after their Manner producing 
their own S8 » Which renew, increaſe, de- 
creaſe, and ſucceed, from Generation to Genera- 
tion, as the others do; ſo that there is no certain 
Continuance of any Particular. 


Taz next Thing 1 have in View is, the very 
low State in which we Mortals are firſt produced 
into this World. -In-that State we have no Know- 
ledge, no Underſtanding, but are like the Beaſts of 


the Field, and other Animals, or even more help- 


leſs than they, ANG incapable at hu ene 

of Nature, which we cannot break. of 
1 e with five Senſes, we 
by imperceptible Gradations, in the Ui of 
m, and- proceed from Stature to Stature, and 


Strength to Strength, both of Body and Mind, 


to the Degrees of which we are ſeverally capable, 


as variouſly Suez ſor we are not alike 
in n either. N . 


* 1 Wa i $ ; 
TA | 
E 


of KnowinG ONE's-SELF. 11 
Tur Mind, dwelling in the Body, could never 
perceive, or apprehend, the Things that are with- 
Hut, or have any Knowledge of them, but by 
the Senſes, through the Organs of the Body 
adapted to that End. The Mind within by 
begins to take Notice of Things without 3 
and every Creature and Thing, that we fee and 
obſerve, exhibits its own Idea to eee and 
as we , more O are frequently pre- 
ned, 0 Mind, ach hears, ſees, taſtes, 
ſmells, and handles, by the Organs of the Body; 
gradually becomes more and more furniſhed with 
Ideas, which, in Time, it is enabled to collate 
and compare ; and as the Underſtanding is by 
this Means enlarged, it now to attend to 
Cauſes and their Effects, and to form ſome Con- 
jectures of W and Why Not of Things; 
whence they ar w. Ser axe tow ao ep 
wiſe: And as they they differ | in their Forms, ſo like- 
wiſe in their Natures, Virtues, and Ends, it is 
the Mind and Underſtanding, being informed of 
the outward Creation by the Senſes, that deduces 
this Conſequence from thoſe Premiſes z That they, 
and we ourſelves alſo, muſt have an Author of 
our Being, All- wiſe, Almighty, Eternal and All- 
good, Holy, Righteous, Juſt, and True, worthy 
above all to be fought after, known, loved, feared, 
honoured and obeyed. ' Yet as our firſt State in 
this World is only Animal, before we arrive at a 
competent Degree of Conſideration and Under- 
ſtanding, or Knowledge of ourſelves, or Value of 
our immortal Souls; we are by the perpetual Pre- 
— adapted to our Senſes, and a na- 
ropenſity to purſue the Sight of the Eye, 
he Hewng of the Ear, and the Delights which 
the other ſes, feated in the Natural Mind and 
. En can afford, and which * 
B 2 | 


- 


12 


A 
has made a great Step towards knowing it: But 


Te ADVANTAGES 

chief Good and of the higheſt Eſteem in our View, 
as not having yet taſted of any thing of a ſuperior 
Nature or Kind; we are by - theſe (I fay) fo 


ſtrongly habituated and biaſſed to the Purſuit of 


theſe Objects, (tho mpſt unworthy of our Pains) 
that we are apt to proceed in this Manner, with- 
out a due Search into ourſelves, what we are, and 
why we were created, and produced here in this 
World, and by. whom, and what the proper End 


of our Being, as if to no other Purpoſe but to 


gratify our Senſes, and live in ſenſual Pleaſures 
and Delights, as others the lower Animals do, 


and like the Brutes of the Field, which feed on 


the Fruits by the Roots. of the Trees, and reſt 


under their Shades, and never look up to ſee 


whence the Food and Shelter come, or conſider 
e eee End. 


Tuvs the generality of V3. live, for a 
Time, in this preſent World. Whilſt in this Man- 
ner of Being, they live and die, and are never 
acquainted with themſelves: But he that perfect- 
ly knows himſelf, perceives that Man is inn 
gment - of the 7 and 


if we are not able rightly to know arſine, How . 
U e of the Moſt 
High, our Creator? And if we et know all 
the Creation, and anatomize every Part of the - 
Matter of it, and diſtinctl account for the Man- 
ner of its Coheſion and , and knew all 
that is Pe 120. he nan of is, and had all 
the Knowledge of the Angels of God in Heaven; 
tho* the Knowledge and Contemplation of Things 
in the Mind and Underſtanding affords an Intel- 


lectual Pleaſure, ſuperior to that of the Senſes ; 
yet all this would not render us |compleatly —_— 


of KNOWING ONE'sS-SELF. 13 
even in this preſent World; we may live and 
die unhappy notwithſtanding : Neither would the 
gratifying of all our Senſes and Appetites, if 
without Account and e alter e 
7 un | 


WI purſue, with Dion had Obj 
which promiſe us Delight in the Views we have | 
of them at a Diſtance : But when obtain'd, - tho? 
with —_— and Hazard, and enjoy'd, they do 
not anſwer the Expectations we have form'd in 
our Imaginations concerning them; but | 
with the uſing, and we are diſappointed. It is 
ors ep te in, Crea- 
tures, we purſue that Satisfaction, and thoſe 
Things, which are real, penn und. ever- 


N 


"WHAT is ; that, therefore; which nals Man- 
kind everlaſtingly happy, and gives him'full Sa- 
tisfaction? It is the Knowledge of the Creator 
of all Things; of the true and living God, and 
not of the hings that are made only. And it 
is the Lord himſelf, that, in :afinice Goodneſs 
and Mercy, ſo qualifies the Hearts and Minds of 
Mankind, that we are made capable of knowing 
Him, and of being united to Him, and enjoying 
Him, through — bleſſed Medium which He, 
in his Divine Wikdom and Goodnels, hath een 


pleaſed to prepare. 


AnD all that are come to-any competent De- 
| gree of Underſtanding, Thinking and Confide- 
ration, may conclude, that ſince the Creator hath 
produced and a pointed ſome Things agreeable 
unto us, as his Creatures, in which we have great 
ems and Delight, lawful and allowable, 'as 
Objects 
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_ counterfeit ones 


foto 
his Love, Deſire, and Contemplation, then Man 


= The ADVANTAGES 

Objects and Subjects 'both of our Senſes and Un- 
— how nen een eee Sa- 
tisfaction, and more 
there be, in the Knowledge and Enjoyment of the 
Creator himfelf, who is the Root and Fulneſs of 


1 * 


Tas ſenſible — comb of God, 2 
Sven usb dw in this Liſe, (vot the falſe and 
by Man) tho? 

to his Nature and State, and juſtly and reaſonably 
proportion'd and bounded,” are but for a ſhorr 
Sean, and attended with ſuch Degrees of Alloy 
as often render them null : But when God is pleaſed 
ify the Mind of Man, - that the Creator 
himſelf becomes the chief, if not only, 4 of 


finds in the Lord all that bis Heart could 
ſire or think, and more abundantly, according to 
a Saying 2 * Eye 
<< hath not ſeen, (ſaith he) nor Ear heard, neither 


have entered into the Heart of Man, the Things 


© which God hath prepared for them that love 
% Him.” And if we love God, we ſhall like- 
wiſe love Mankind in ſame Love; for I re- 
member what an Apoſtle of the Lord Chriſt ſaid, 
treating on that Subjeẽt, If a Man loveth 20 
„ his Brother whom he hath ſeen, how ſhall he 
© love God whom he hath not- ſven 2% 


Now what Way, 0 by what Means, ſhall 
we Mortals attain to this Experimental Knowledge 
of God, ſo needful and deſirable, as the Per- 
fection and Eſtabliſhment of our Being? For 
and Things that therein are, fo ker an we can be- 
0 


* 


and certain, muſt 


of Know 1G OwNE's-SELF. 15 
hold them, reaſoning from the Eſſects to the 
Cauſe, we conclude that He Is, and that He's 
the Cauſe of all Things, and we-cannot do other- 
wiſe as Rational Beings. And, contemplating | 
God, we muſt nerds determine, as Inte 
Creatures, That He hath all thoſe Divine Attri- 
butes we commonly attribute unto Him ; as that 
—— 

t, | 5 
e: And that Hie hath all 


ons. Parts „ in Men) are not 7 
and formally in God, but in the Creatures by 
whom He worketh. | | 


Dov! dc the Earth-Gforck e 
and the Heavens his Power and Glory; and tho? 
the holy Scriptures report of the Moſt High thoſe 
Things that are true, yet all this (as to us Mor- 
06:5) b 26a Þat ical Account, or a Re- 
z for we ſtill remain, in Point of 

ignorant of Him of 'whom it is rhus/Geclarod; 
tho we have believed it as we ought, We are at 
a Diſtance ſtill; there is a vaſt Chaſm, and as a 
Gxed Gulf between the Creator and us, all theſe 
os POT Bd 


Tas Scripture declares, as fromrehedbballie? 
Chriſt, that God is a Spirit, and we believe it; 


but who can eee —GC 
by 


Mt - 


4 * of « * 2 * _” * 
5 Ly 
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by the Word, what He is, and how He appears 
tothe Mind? —— — 
his own Influences, through a holy Medium of 
his on ; by the ſenſible Operation and 
Effects of his Wiſdom and Power there. And 
as every Object exhibits its own proper Idea to the 
— and declares itſelf thereby _— 
a proper and neceſſary Medium of 
out which we could not have-form'd any Idea of 
x Things at all; fo likewiſe we can form no Idea 
of God, but what he Himſelf is pleaſed to give, 
N and in what Manner, and by what Medium ſo- 
1 ever He makes Himſelf known; and is to all 
"it Mankind whatever He pleaſes to appear to be, 
RI and that is according to the various States of 'Men : 
1 And to the Fai „Holy, Sincere, and Obe- 
2 He is Love; but to the Unfaithful, Un- 
„ aer and Diſobedient, He is a con- 
33 ire and Deſtroyer; and we are one to 
another Whatever He thinks proper to make us. | 


And I give you a Simile in the Works of 
God]; that as we can form no Idea of the Body 
of the Sun in the Firmament of Heaven but what 
himſelf exhibits, nor can we ſee him but by the 0 
Efflux of his own Light, as from its proper Cen- we | 
ter, which darting upon the Eye when in its Recti- E 
' tude, directs it to the Object: And as we have mW 
no Words, = Means, 3 WEican my Pl bk 
proper Idea Light to nderſtanding of one | 
that is born blind, — the Manner of its diſcover- 
ing Objects to che Sight; even ſo, there are no 
Words in any Language I am acquainted with, 
whereby we can convey the Idea we conceive of 
God, by his own Act of manifeſting, to any other, 
but to ſuch only as have the like Ideas from the 
ſame manner of IE in themſelves. jg 
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of Himſelf, 19 
Sure of Retirement, 508 in Aa, ll th 
Cogitations, Deſi 
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the — his Holy Spirit and Grace, com- 


— in ew ivy , inves ber ith Di 


Wer, by Ter 
when the Moſt High ſo nb the Mind, by his 


Work of Sandtication therein, that He himſelf 


o far as our puree Made 
c the Earneſt and . Nat — 2 
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ar Minds and Underſtandings, without ay par- 
* > any one; the Lord hi 5 
. knowing every State, / dire&ts Matters to parti- 
1 E r ee 


A | 1 *4ay Gain that Mankind are 
0 ing ed their own Senſes and ſenſual Appe- 
1 tites, into the Love of the Creatures, (Things 
without them) and themſelves, and ſo become 
| and alienated from the Life of God, 
their own Darkneſs and Cofruptions ; 
1 and peradventure the greateſt Part of all that are 
iſ here have been ſo, as well as myſelf : Let ſtill we 
We find ſomething in ourſelves,” admoniſhing us of 
our Miſtakes, in our Courſe through this World ; 
and we ought to reflect, and conſider what this 
is, which many times ſurprizes us with the Re- 
membrance of Things x » Which we had forgot 
for ſome Years. BR HE 1. 
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— Applic 


— — ras An 
3 mp3 anc ene As torres 


pits is Que who is wer adn An Fall- 

Fit, as it were, in his Book; and he opens the 

Leaves thereof, and ſhews us all the Errors of our 

| Lives, and brings every I hing to Remembrance 

. in our Minds and Underſtandings, one Thing 
after another; and then, and not till then, we 

: have. a right” Foundation for Rex e and Sor- 
row for Sin, ( for be who hever Wes his Sins, can 

never repent) and then, as the Apoſtle faith, 

*. Sin becomes exceeding ſinful ;* they are ever 

befole us, 46 that the Mind becomes thereby heavy 
TN. 
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of Sin? It is through the Love of 
God, who is not willing that any ſhould live, and 
die, and periſh therein. It is made manifeſt by 
the Brightneſs of that All-diſcovering- Holy Me- 
dium, which the Moſt High Father of all hath, 
mercifully for that great and bleſſed 
End; hay Mankind might be redeemed, made 
free fron Sin, and the Corruptons of the Mind 
trough ſenſual Luſts. 


Wx all muſt own, __ the Wiſdom of God 
is Himſelf, the Power of God is Himſelf, the 
Spirit of God is Himſelf: He is that Eternal 
Spirit, and was never without his Wiſdom and 
Fower from Everlaſting. He, therefore, hath 
been pleaſed to aſſume, and unite unto Himſelf, 
XK the whole Human Nature; not only the Intelli. 
gent Reaſonable Mind, but alſo the Mortal Part 
of Man, which is the Body, by which He might 
come near unto Mankind, in our own Nature 
and Likeneſs, under the Character and Name of 
| Jeſus Chriſt, who in the holy Scripture is called 
XX the Wiſdom of God, and the No of God; and 
buy 7obn the Evangeliſt is called the Word of 
God, by whom the World was made, and all 
1 Things that therein are. And J conclude none is 
ſo weak as to think the Body of Chriſt is the 
| Wiſdom and Power of God, but a miraculous 
| Effect of that Cauſe, and as the Apoſtle compares 
it, is as a Veil, whereby he veiled his Divine 4277 
ture, for a Time, from every Eye. | 


An the Human Mind, or Reaſonable Soul 
of Chriſt, is likewiſe' a Veil, but of à more ex- 
cellent Kind than the Body, tho congenial with 
1 the Intellectual Mind of Mankind, for he was 
n all Tn tempted. like as we are, yet Te 
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78 (According 66 the Language of holy 


"tos Soellat in | inidcemble Divins Lighe, 
which no 5 Eye tin penctfadd, Which no Soul can 
with 6peti Face behold ; therefore the Lord hath 
cended t6 veil his Glory, by aſſuming a Hu- 

ind, eſſentially united to Himſelf, thereby 
accommodating Him ſo to the Mind of Man, as 
to appear and be manifeſted therein ; and He who 


thus appears is the true God, as it is written, 


| who in the Beginning commanded Light 
4 to ſhine out of Datkneſs, hath ſhined into our 
4% Hearts, to give us the Light of the Knowledge 
« of the Glory of God, in the Face (or Ap- 
« pearance) of Jeſus Chriſt,” 

uten Minds of Mankind he agen to our 
Inderſtan 2 for us to know 
Sf Himſelf, or our Dry de Him, and one 
Würd ariother. The Lord begins with ſmall 
hings, Wherein if we are fai and obedient, 
e males more and more of Himſelf und the En- 
yinent of his Divine Preſence and Goodneſs, 
e „ kriown unto us; but 
i we eir and difobey, tho' but in ſmall Things, 
2 i oppreſied thereby, til we return and 


EE 
the Law of the Spirit of Life, which makes tree 


- 


from the Law of Sin and Death, the Revelation 


of the Mind of Chriſt,” He thanifeſts in the 
Minds of Mankind ſuch Things as are proper, 


g to our ſeveral Degrees and Capacities, 
5 with little ſow Things, as à School 


e fü v2 are capable of mae, and the 


of Knowind Onz”s:SBLF. 


gradually He opens in us the Myſterles of his 


He that hates Inſtruction, hates the 
— according to what he faith under the 
Character of Wiſdom, ** How long, ye ſitple 
4 ones, will ye love Simplicity, and ye Fools 
hate Knowledge? Turn ye at my Reprodf, 
«ant Folly Re CO 


Tuzxzronxr hear the Reproof « 
in your Minds and Underſtandings, that FATE 
of Wiſdom may bo roured frtke — fins f 

firſt — Proficients and in all 
| N ghteouſneſs and Duties, by the Pictates 
G hs Wide, which if we deſpiſe and reſuſe, 
we never can attain ; atid then, as "the Lord Jekis 
hath ſaid, 4 If you have not dings: faithful in the 
« unri Mammon, who will * you - 
66 Rulers over greater ue R 


- Ir Mien are not Hf g jſt one ome 
„ Things, How can they | 
pect the Divine Influences * the rn Il fri | 
and Power of God, the true and — Ricks þ 
If we are not faithful to the Diſcoveries and Die 
rates of the Law of the Spirit of Life, the Light 
of the Divine Word, "manifeſted in our Minds; 
How can we expect to experience the Effuſion of 
Divine Love in our Hearts, which is the greateſt 
 Bleffing and higheſt Attainment Human Kind are 
capable of in this Life? This is that Eternal Life, 
this is the Grace of God which is come by Chriſt, 
and is of an everliving Nature; but if Man re- 
faſes this, and goes on from one Evil to another, 
he rejects that Eternal Life, and by Degrees de- 
generates more and niore, till he becomes alto- 
gether ſenſual as a brute Beaſt, as it is written 
* N Spirit of a Beaſt goes downward, but the 
| « Spirit 


22 The ADVAN TAGES 
4 * Spirx of a Man goes up ward. For the Man 
| nes by 9 of Virtue and Holineſs, 
another, till he comes to be 
_—_ the bleſſed Me- 
ulneſs pf all Divine Vir- 
Soul bar) h the Erjoyment of the Divine 
— in this World, in a Manner not to be 
expreſſed 4 the Language of Men or Angels. 


Iy this City there are many Temptations, 
and — nr to hurtful Things ; and I have 
ſometimes conſidered the Youth among vs to be 

in great Danger ion thereby: But the 
Holy Spirit t of God ſtrives with you, and would 
gather eyery Soul to Himſelf of therefore con · 
ſider your t ves, and know your own Inclina- 
tions, T and en Fu] what they 
are upon, what they are ſecking after, whereunto 
they tend, whether toward Good or Evil, to the 
Right Hand or iy the Let, the broad or man 


wo 6 


c Som fo bent toward the mean, low, and 
ſordid Pleaſures of an animal and ſenſual Life, - 
that they could even wiſh, for the Sake thereof, 
that they had no future State and fore are ready 
to wiſh, O] that I were but as that little Bird u 

the Tree, that I might go where I pleaſe, do 
what I will, without any Account of my Actions 
in this World, or in another, if there be any yet 
to come | There is nothing more dreadful, and 
to which a reaſonable, thinking Mind is more 
averſe, than to remain without the Knowledge of 
| God, and not to believe a future State. I have 
often any tolerable Being is better than 
none at all; I would therefore have your Minds {p 
— as to 3 the Divine Fo 

_ confi 


of KNowinG ONt's-SeLF. 33 
_ ronlider: the Great Creator, and how much bettet 
it is to become acquainted with Him, become like 
Him, and to live for ever with Him, and in his 
Favour, than to be antihilated. It is no ſmall 
Matter, indred, to be 2 with God ſo as 
to be united unto Him; it is che A. 
vancement that the Nature of Man is capable of: | 


As concerning Moral Precepts, and all the 
| Commandments of God, they are given alto 
for our Good, and it is our highe Intereſt to Ob- 
ſerve them. Ir is the good Pleaſure of' God that 
Mankind ſhould live ſocially and amicably, and 
therefore he hath given us ſocial Pre z and 
that we may be able to do them, hath 
breathed into our Souls the Breath of Life from 
Himſelf, When the Love of God is ſhed abroad 
in the Heart of Man, it raiſes the Soul to God, as 
its firſt and chief Object; and then likewiſe it 
flows forth toward Mankind, in every Duty of- 
Friendſhip and Kindneſs and Heaven will be 
upon Earth, when that Part of the Prayer which 
Chriſt taught his Diſciples is come to paſs, Thy 
Will be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven: 
Tho' many are daily uſing theſe Words, and 
ſeeming to pray, and yet do not believe that it 
ever an be; and what is not of Faith is Sin: 
But if it had. not been poſſible, and the Mind and 
Purpoſe of the Father, that Mankind ſhould, in 
due Time, be advanced into ſuch a State in this 
Life, as to do the Will of God on Earth, fo far 
as made manifeſt and required, and according to 
the Mode and End of their Being here, Chriſt 
would not have taught his Diſciples to pray after 
that Manner, Thoſe will be glorious Days in- 
deed, and if we can attain to that State in our 
Time, we ſhall 5 Examples to others our Co- 
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be. ADVANTAGES 


erer and thaſ has war ſucceed us in Ag 
bes ee i LALY E550; „„ TH 
i he Argh ef Gel i een the Ser- 
phims and Cherubims; and ts of juſt Men 
Fo $46 por one "the Geveral Aſembly and 
Chaxch- of che Firſt-born, "continually do the 
Will of of God, and rejoice without ceafing, in be- 
the Face of chelr Heavenly Father, their 

3, V render their Crowns at the Feer 
Redeemer and Saviour | 


# 
£ & : : : 3 
ay 1 8 — 
7 2 * 


e ide of the Truth ef the 
& | "God, by the Works: of his Creation 
without. us, and by bur own Exiſtence; as not ori- 
Self· productive: Let us not reſt here, bur 
ſeek after the Knowledge of God, that we 
may be acquainted with Him; and enjoy his Di- 
ene dh 1 * State "A 5 — and 
c. W im 3 W not by any thing 
that we ourſelves, of ourſelves, can doi but by the 
Work of God in us. 55 ·ð 3:7 


F 
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3 1 £ 


Tut fift Work of God in n, in ander 15 
eis Knowledge, is, to convince him of the Errors 
of Life, and of his Ignorance, by his Divine 
* "Wiſdom, or Fower z and the firſt Work 

of the Mind of Man is, to believe,-truſt, and con- 
nile therein, as its immediate Object 3 as it is 
ne „This is the Work of God, that you 

, believe in Him whom God hath ſent. Again, 
4 Believe in the Light, that you may be Children 
of Ligit: That is, Children af God, who is 
that Light. It is neceſſary therefore, that Man- 
Kind, finſt believe in the Divine convincing Power, 
r Chriſt working in themſelves : As it is _ 

7 057 ; 8. | ; id, 


7 ö 


of Kitow? TI OnEe's:S 217. 25 


ſaid, „ God was” in Chriſt, 'reconeiling the 
r 
bs... hand anc bp 


Many are chen the! 

flying from the Divine T wh 
and laying hold of their own Reaſon,” 
for them in the Things of God, and ge 
of Him. Dot thouthinl, Friend thacthy Rea- 
fon is the Eccencd Divide Word and Wiklom of 


God, by whom the. Worlds were made? Then 
wilt hardly adventure to ſay fo, a ſolid 
Thought. Thy Reaſon, if chou What 


—_ bes thou * fed to be « Confiruone Part, er 
= . a Moi widhour it and Underſtand 
2 Thy Reaſon or Underſtanding is a Pr 
=_ effential to thyſelf, not Self.informing, 
1 ſufficient in — Knowledge of God, whom thy | 
== Reaſon can form 1 Idea adequate t His Eternal 
Being. Thon muſt be under che Dictates of a 
Superior, and not thyſelf. He who informs, and 
he who is informed, are not the ſame : The Ch. 
tor is not the Creature, nor is the Creature che 
Creator: Thou with thy Reaſon art a-Creatute, 
and a weak one too; the Divine i Light 
and Wiſdom, the Eternal Logos; (hat Words 
ſhall I uſe to be underſtood ?) is thy Creator cho 
muſt learn of Him, and not of thyſalf; thou 
muſt deny thyſelf, and be his Diſciple: It is 'Hle * 
that ing ſpires the een 52 9 n 
ee 4nd . AS 
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and will reject 
ſhall ſtand before the dreadful Throne of his Eter- 


e eee Weeks hare been. 
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F and Underſtands 
Divine Wiſdom and Power is diſtin& 
ow all Creatures: I know very well what I ſay, 
it boldly; for I had Reaſon, 


lon, or what they call ſo; which being baffled 
and depraved ſenſual Luſts, is enſlaved 
and made ſubſer vient to the 1 of 
them, ſo that they mean Senſuality when they ſay 


Fe you young ones to be 
cartel and rinamipet, 5 i, Þ for your ſakes 
that I am thus concerned at this Time; that you 
may all truſt in the Living God, and not lean to 

own Underſtandings as Natural Creatures, 
your embrace the Truth freely, and be not aſhamed 
of the Heart-tendering Work of it in you; for 
e 


* F, 


God, rejects it, and that Eternal Life that comes 
by Him; and of him will the Lord be aſhamed, 


him in that Day, when all Nations 


nal Judgment, to receive Sentence and Reward, 


1 WOULD have you conſider therafore y your own 
Minds, with all the Faculties and 33 of 
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of Knowinc ONE's-SELF. 27 
and what you receive for Truth in that Ground: 
Seek for a more ry. excellent . and 
: . : iy your 

r 
rors in you, and bring you in his on Image, 
in the Nature of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Your 
Minds will then come to be inveſted, indued, and 
adorned with all the Powers of the Croſs againſt 
your Animal Corruptions ; the ſweet Properties 
and Qualities of the Human Nature of the Sgn 
of God you will be Partakers of, and of the 
Nature in Him: You will love God above all, you 
will love all Mankin4 and hate none : You will 
be ſocial, for in the Son of God are all the Per- 
fections of the Human Nature exalted and glo- 
rified, and in him are hid all the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, the Fulneſs of the God- 
head Subſtantially or Effentially : I ſhall there- 
fore direct and leave you unto Him. Look to 
your own Standing and Perſeverance, that ſo you 
may be united unto God, that He may become 
your Life, and you live in Him, and with Him, 
for evermore. To God therefore, I ſay, and to 

the Word of his Grace, to the Conduct of Divine 
Wiſdom, Love and Goodneſs, which leadeth in 
== the Way of Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, I deſire 
do leave you and reſign myſelf, that we all may 
be transformed into the Image of God, Wor 


Praiſes unto Him whilſt here in this preſent Wor 
and in that which is to come, Thankſgiving and 
Honour, Dominion and Glory, unto Him who © 
is worthy, both now and to all Eternity. "2x 
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* 


tat. 
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ſpare Time from tbe Mal 


houghts and Hurries in 
our Minds concerning the Things of 


this World, we ſhall find what our 


7 


30 Thi Holme of Ages 


Tuzxz is hardly any Deſire engages the Mind 
by Ik ard lege; the wa te Wor 
by to Ho 
4 re, the Mind of Mankind was firſt Gre 
out Kor the Love, Obedience, and Enj 
of the Creator, into the Love of Himſe 2 
3 i I ag 5 ** — 4 which 
re s me ing of t dJ us Chriſt, 
* A Man's Foes 1 hey of his own Houſe- 
„ hold:” Which may - — to the evil 
Thoughts and Deſires of the Heart, as well as to 
3 ns, — with- 


* 


| Ev1L Thoughts te 6 nile in | 
_ preſentations of hurtful Things in the Imagination, 
and when fuch are entertained in the Mind till the 
Deſires be mflaryed, that is Evil in the Nature 
and Tendency it, and Sin in the Sight of God, 
if it ſhould never be forth into Word or 
Action; according to that Saying of an Apoſtle 
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of Chriſt, ** Luſt conceived brings forth Sin; and 


6 Sin, when it is finiſhed, brings forth Death." by 


An, according to the Doctrine of Chriſt, all 
Sin begins in the Thoughts, and defiles the Mind 5 
and ſo long as the Mind of Mankind remains de- 
filed, it can never be united unto God, nor ac- 
cepted of him. When the Phariſees pleaſed and 
valued Themſelves upon an Outſide Cleanneſs, in 
Waſhing of Hands, and divers other She Cas 
ſings, they ſeem to have been orant 
of 4 Inward Defilement, and Need 45 ward 
Waſhing; therefore the Lord Chriſt reprov'd them, | 
faying'y “ Not that which goes into the Mouth 
« defileth a Man, but that which "cometh Cut cf 
8 ae this defileth a Man. Matt. xvi 

| 18, 


nance and 


e by the 8 PIRIT: 


31 
15, 19. James ili. 6. % For out of che Heat 
Evil Thoughts.” Here the Son of God, 


dit kopen he Herre of bis, and what in 
begins at the Root of all Evil in us: Out of the 
pag cou Evil T 2 and Murder, Adul- 
| ornication, T Te aro di- 
ede rl Bs deten. fi; 


Au vp all Things inconſiſtent with the Mind and 
Attributes of God; are firſt preſented in the Ima- 
gination; and as the Deſires of u Mortals ate en- 

= et toward any Thing inconſiſtent with Him, 

which, broug hc forth into Word or Action, would 
be Hurtful, — Deſtructive to ourſelves, or one 
another; as He who knows all Things, every the 
moſt ſecret Thought, Imagination, Deſire and 

Purpoſe of the Heart, whether Good or Evil. 

being ever fully open to Him; as He loveth all 

Mankind, He often premoniſhes us of the Evils of 

this World, and che Conſequences of them before 

hand, and reproves and condemns us in our own 

Hearts for them when finiſhed or committed; ap- 

proving in Well-doing, or abſtaining from; Evil, 
a ſenſible Conſolation, ariſing from his Counte- 
good Preſence: And this the Lord doth 
by the Operation of his Holy Spirit, Word, or 
divine . Truth, (which i 8 the ſame, — — 
preſs'd in divers Terms, ) coming thereby 
to the Knowledge of Evil, we may 10 t and 
forſake it, be Der e from i it, and "the 


future dreadful 2 | 
—— — the Joys of 


and of being pris 


His reg and OW under Condemnation 


for ever; and that we may be advanced above 
| what we are by Nature in the firſt State, and be- 
come like unto God, in all Righteouſneſs, Holi- 
neſs, Goodneſs and Truth: For God never gavea 
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Body and Mind be connected by 


perly 'the- Nn in another W of g 


32 The Infifficiency uta s&ON 


Law'to Mankind but with a View to the Good of 
Man, that the Nature of Man might be advanced 
above what it was, and that he might be preſerv'd 
and redeemed from theſe Enemies, and from all 
the miſerable Con of ſubmitting to them, 
joining with them, und cleaving t'them, and be- 


ing incorporated with them. 


Aur Evil is ſeated in the Mind; and the? the 
Divine Wiſdom 
IT; * | 7 one * the Time of 

nion, yet we are le; and then the 
Mind ſubſiſting in a ſeparate State, remains pro- 
and 
when the Mind is d , the Body ſoon cor- 
1 n Form; and returns to | 


288 and truly ſo: But d the 5 
| eter Miad we av2 in a Share Pro- 
| bation, and ny: all poſſibly be reconciled unto 


God, renouncing theſe His and Our Enemies, and 
be ſaved. Yet if we give way to evil Defires and 
defiled, and in a Manner i and united 
therewith, we may arrive at laſt to fuch a diſmal 
State, as that our Minds can never be 


ſeparated 
therefrom, or ſaved, or have the Enjoyment of 


the good Preſence of God, in a State of Reconci- 
liarion wich him in Ecernal Buß. 


Max's own evil Defires, when'they have cb 


| rained. ſo far the Aſcendant over bind . to de im 


rated with his Mind, which is of an immor- 
tal Nature, as they are often his Tormenters even 
in chis Life, ſo they may continae to be in Eternity, 
when the Union berwern E A hes is 
ved.” _ 


alia by rhe SRI: 33 
. 


. Mars hath 4 violet Defire; and mot ardent Luſt 
as are fleithei 


w know ſueh and ſuch Things pro- 
per or poſſible for him ever to know ; or te PH. 
ſeſs any Thing which is improper for him, and | 
which he can neber obtain: If he meld die in | 
that State; and Ius Ning be for ever flued in that 
Cordiition, thoſe" Drfifes remaining in his Mind 
= doyiarted from the Body, would be 
= Trenientves fufick it, without any other Panith- 
ment, and render chüt Soul, ſufficiently unhappy 
to all Eternity; ſo chat Sin, and the Conſe 
of it, is a Punimtnent ſufficient in its ow 
if there were no other. Violent Deſires 1 
after what cannot be obtained, or, being poſſible, . 
1 inexpedicht” or or utlawful, and con 2 
hurtful, are to * avoided, and Hunt 404 
ptelfed in their RAY Appea DEN: 
liſt they increaſe by Indulgence 6r Neglect, ha 
the Aſcendant and Neign in n the Mind, 16” as thilk 
they canfrot be ſie. | 


Wr ſee agent mün "This es 6 ur 5 
which ae ard 746 57 ug in; and if we 


| hat” thetn, 2 would be re y 1 ul £6" us; 
oy En eee Ot 1 4890 5 
ei e of Fa Ae SH I 


1 therefore God, in 22 and Mercy, is <orfi 
near unto o the Minds of Mankind, or rather, 
_ t 15 Hilf, thro ' pag 


7 
155 


Z e 


ledge; 5 and it is 
Things of this Life ; an 
cellent Sayings, on — and Occaſions, 
during our Time in this World, concerning Mat- 


higheſt Importance, and have likewiſe | 
read of them ; yet many of them we may not have 


ters of the 


have attained ſuch Knowledge, 


of the Moſt H our Creator hitaſelf, 


compar offend h him that Know 


34 ee r6x | 
to make Way in my Under- 


nd 1 would wot have ne 8 * 
vain. | 


WI Niers do naturally . 


and we have heard many ex- 


underſtood, and forgot moſt. of dem through 


- Negligence, or Diſreliſh. 


Bes1Dzs, if heck 3 Colt, and 


Digs: we have attained to great Knowledge 
in many Things; and think ourſelves Wiſe and 
Learned, and therefore ſet a high and Over-valye 


upon ourſelves, and are thereby exalted and 


Men of Letters, Underſtanding and Knowledge : 


What would all this avail? Or of what Uſe would 
it be in a future State? For we muſt ſoon * 


veſted of Mortal Bodies, through whoſe Organs 


ee a Nanzal 
or Carnal Mind ; and "7 all that Knowledge 


will end as « Flaſh, e! aner 


no more. A 


* 


Ler us ee 33 to vo Divine Voice 


we are cel 
ceſſary, and 


i 


| invited to the moſt excellent, ne- 
GENS K 


accompany'd * ternal, and will remain 
accompany' E lt 


& * * 


me Strength and Utterance; 


— apply'd to the uſeful - 


puffed up, and are alſo eſteemed of others, as 


7 whom 


e,. wherein we 
e which 1s. 
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Unaſſifted ly the SPIRIT. 35: 
ſettled in the pure Mind to all Eternity, ab is to 
be learned and had of God only, who hath ſaid, 
„ Be ſtill, —— T will be 
_ ©. exalted among the Heathen, I will be exalted 
*in the Earth.” It is by this Knowledge the 
Moſt High will exalt Himſelf, or manifeſt His 
eternal Power, Excellency and Exaltation, as the 
Creator and Upholder of all Things, in all Na- 
tions, ane A 1 


his own Time. 


A 


Bur a KAkT of Stillueſ 0 old think chis is TY 
We are all Still in this Meeting; — — 
8 Time, and ein do the like when we 
Regard one to 

ave = itn" on ſuch 5 will induce 
us to be ſilent, as to any outward Noiſes, Inde- 
cencies, or Diſturbance; but the Stillneſs, or Si- 
tence, which God requires, is of the Mind; from 
all the Harries, and Runnings, and Willings, and 
Imaginations of Mankind, that have any Manner 
af Tendency toward Evil: Silence of the clamo- 
rous Importunities of the Deſires in the Heart, 


ſave toward God only, in a humble Reſignation f 


Mind and Will unto Him, in a pure Act of Hope, 
Faith and Love: That ſo the Lord himſelf may 
be heard in the Mind, as we are attentive to the 
Operations, and ſoft and tender Whiſperings of - 
the Holy Spirit of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whereby 
he does inform the Underſtanding, and reveal 
ümſelf and the Father; for this is Life: Eternal, 
ith Chriſt, to know Thee, the only true God, 
and Jeſus Clriſt whom thou haſt ſent, Thi dag 
ee eee eee 


7 +4 +4» 


3s The Inſufficiency of REASO& 
_ ©Acain, “ No Man knowdth the San hut the 
4% Father, neither . 
„laue the Son, and he to u omioever the Son 
„will reveal him.“ d n r ene 
| bender thiſeSofings, eng ene or 
one; what'do I know of theſe Things? Many of 
nine GCE „ as we read. 
thein the holy Scriptures of Truth, or bear then; 
but what do we experience ? Do we tums that the 
Father ſpeaks in the Secret of the Hearts of 
Men by the Voice of his Son Chriſt, the Holy 
Spiric of Chiriſt; che Divite Wiſdom and Power 
by whom He created the Worlds, cloathed with a 
holy human Mind, L to the Minds of 


Ws e eb abe Cage Chriſt fich of himſelf; | 
he calls himſelf the T'xuTHy I am the Way | 
(faith he) nid the Truth, and the Life: No Man 
_ cometh ynto the Father but by Me. If ye had 
* known me, ye ſhould have Laon any Father 
ab: And from henceforth ye know him, and 
4 have feen him.“ He is v the Way to God che: 
Romy — ee Lite. 


ls $4,749 4 4-4 by 


Drvsxs' of the Prop "of God, 
Daniel, by. the Spiri c uri 


Valab and 
— 


= 
opheſied of th Coming of Chri 
ay y Hundreds of — he 
l if chey had rather 
of © paſt,. than pro- 
1 And he came ac- 
Had, ber ef the Virgin Mary, 
d among? chem for a Time, and in 
Fim“ were vere ſulälled all the Prophecies concerning 
tke Mrbs ran. And having finiſhed all wy 

* 


Tuned by the SPIRIT. © 35 


the great Tuds of bis Coming s in the Concluſibn- - 
of all, he yielded up his Soul upon the 

a propitiatory and acceptable Sacrifice, 
declaratory wry uno ar N 
tech e 


r A — beben 15 Departure, 

his Diſciples of another Adminiftration, and more 
Divine Manner of Appearance of Hiraſelf than 
that was, to thoſe who believed in Him, and fol- 
—_ Him. You may read, at your Leiſure, in 
the 14th, 1 5th and 16th Chapters of Jahn the 

Evan , many Divine and Spiritual Sayings of 
the Sen of God, for your Information concerning: 
the Father and Himſeif. It is (expedient for 
„ you {ſaid he) that I go away; for if I go not 
„ away, the Comforter will not come unto you; 
< but if I I will fend him unto you: 
PPP. 
* convince) the World of Sin, of Righteouſ- 
<5 nels, and af Judgment: Of Sin, becauſe they 
<< believe not in me, &. Chap. xvi.'7, 8, 9. 
Again, I will pray the Father, and He, ſhall 
give you another Comforter, that he may abide 
1 with you for eyers even the Spirit of T A u n, 
+. whom the World cannot receive, becauſe it 
<« feeth him not, neither knoweth him ; but ye 
know him, for he dwelleth with you, and ſhall 
4 be in you. I will not leave you comfortleſs, 
I vill come to you, Let a little while and the 
+ Wonzlp ſeeth me no more; but ye ſee me: 
<+ becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo. At that Day 
ye ſhall know, that I am in my Father, and 
you in me, and I in you. He that hath my 
© Commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
* that Joveth me; and he chat loveth me ſhall 
| 3 | 66 be 


e 5 


38 The Inſufficiency of REASON 
be loved of my Father, and I will love him, 
«and = —— myſelf unto him. Theſe 
«thin ve en unto you, being et pre- 
46 foe wich — Wh the — — h is 
„ the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in 
"00 * my Name, he ſhall teach you all things, and 
-all things to your Remembrance, what- 
«< -ſfoever J have ſaid unto you. n xiv. ver. | 
156, 17, to 26, raven ju 


HRE Chriſt was n his Diſciples as Man, 
| and they ſaw him Face to Face, as we ſee one 
another, and he talked with them familiarly and 

y on thoſe Divine and moſt important 
Subjects. It is expedient for you that I' go 
+ away :” Why was his Departure, as to his Bodily 
Preſence, ſo expedient for them? That depart- 
ing, as to his Bodily Preſence, which was to be 
but for a ſhort Time, he might thereby make 
Way for a more excellent Diſpenſation and Ap- 
of Himſelf, inwardly in Spirit, as he is 
ife Eternal, and the true Comforter. Can any 
one doubt therefore who this Divine Comforter is? 
Sure it is no other than Chriſt himſelf in Spirit; 
for the ſame who is the Tzu mn, is the Spirit of 
Truth. The Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter, is 
Chriſt himſelf in Spirit; for tho? he ſpeaks. of one 
in the third Perſon, as of — than — 
et it evidently appears, comparing one 
— — — (if we had no other 
Evidence) chat it was no other than his own Spirit 
that was to be manifeſted in them after his Glori- 
fication. And what and who it is in Mankind 
that reproves and conyinces us of Sin, is — 9 
the Holy Ghoſt, according to Scripture Evidence; 
* have a more ſure Teſtimony, - mw _ 


Unaſſiſted by the SPIRIT. 39 


Truch Himel, dy the Manifeſtation of his Power 

and Grace in our Hearts, opening unto us the 

. oy Scriptures, and bearing witneſs that He, the 
Senn g ef u ie 


Ir is rhe Spirit of Chriſt chen thut reproves the 
World, even the whole World, of Sins and the 
firſt great Sin i is Unbelief, as the Inlet and Foun- 
dation of all others : « Of Sin, (faith the Lord 
Jeſus) . becauſe they believe not in me. Adam 
did not ſin till he from his Faith in the 
Word of God; and as we are his Offspring, and 
ignorant of by Nature, we do not believe in 
Him, and therefore we ſin againſt Him: Never- 
theleſs, that we may be redeemed from Sin and 
Eternal Death, and return unto God and live, 
He- hath, in unſpeakable Love and Mercy, ſent 
the Spirit of his Son Chriſt, the Word of Life, 
into. our Hearts, 'to reprove and convince us of 
our Sin, make us ſenſible of it, and repent, be- 

lieve in Him, and be ſaved from Sin and all Un- 
righteouſneſs and Uncleanneſs, and from all its 
deadly Fruits, and have daily Communion with 
God in this Life, and be glorified with God and 
the Lamb in a State of everlaſting Bliſs, when 
Tin bann Be no more. | 


5 By this Divine, Spi oichtwals and Inward hain 
of Chriſt, : he ſpeaks, or manifeſts to the Under- 

ſtanding, all Things neceſſary to Eternal Life. 
He mortifies and ſubdues all the evil Thoughts 

and Deſires in the Hearts of them who believe, 
and receive him in the Way of his coming, in 
Love. He deſtroys and takes away the Root of 
Evil in Mankind; as it is written, For this 
« dan of God made manifeſt, _ 

| | 66 


40 The — ee 


he might deſtroy the Works of the Devil.” 
i How che Joth Cir begid. this Work Juſt as 
wh he ſaid before ; for the firſt Work: is, the Con- 
8 demnation of 9 — che Sin of Unbelief in him, 
1 with all the reſt of his Sins grounded thereon, or 
1 con ial-thereto ; and not only of all Man's 
1 own. Lighteouſneſs,. of his own” but 
Wil - convinces. him alſo of the Righteouſies of God, 
3 who: juſtly condemns and reproves him for Sin ; 
the Mind aſſenting alſo to the Juſtice of God, 
manifeſted and executed on the Author of Sin, 
the Prince of all the-Ungodly of this World, and 
of Darkenoſs: And. this is effected by the Spir! 
e be et Eckl, 
Univerſal Light, and Judge of theWorkd. And 
the firſt Act of che Mind of Man (thus con- 
vinced). toward Chriſt! is, to Believe in Him as 
Light" and ic immediate Object ; then to forſake 
Sin, Self, and- Satan, through the Grute of God, 
and become obedient to every Diſcovery of Truth 
inthe: Underſtanding thus illuminated, that ſo we 
may be born of that Light, eee 
the Children of God (who is Eternal Light) and 
Heirs of Eternal Life: As ſaid the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Believe in the 22 be: 
* come Children of And agam; In Him 
is Life, and that Life % the 1 ight of Men; and 
tho this Light ſhineth in the dark Hearts of Men, 
yet they do not comprehend it ;. tho this is the 
true Light which lighteth every Man that cometh 
into the World, yet they do not know Him, and 
therefore they do not receive Him; but to as 
many as do receive Him, as Hein the Word of 
God and Divine Eternal Light, "gi X 
to ene the Sons and of 
in bis Name: Thods art Borg? 
not 


e e at 
not of Blood, ner of the Will of the Fleſh,” nor 
long Biogen inten 'This indi 

ible W egeneration comes not. 
Den of os nor by Generation of the 
holy Progenitors, nor by any ching Man can do 
ne r A e 
or S8 of Religion contriv im f 
Sms of . cmd atm by hy 
Holy Spirit, in them who believe in his Wiſdom 
and Power, in the inward Manifeſtations of it in 


NA N 4. 55 9% 1 . 12, 
13. 3 | 


nter Himſelf hits; in nis bond G a 
was the Comforter of all thoſe who bad bet ieved 
in Him, and received Him in his firſt Coming, 
and ſo He is ſtill: And the Nature of this Com- 
fort is ſuch, that it unſpeakably tranſcends all the 
Satisfaction and Enjoyments we can have in the 
Creatures of God, Human or others, or any Plea- 
ſures of our own inventing. No other Enjoy- 
ment is to be laid in the Ballance with that Di- 
vine Love and Conſolation, which the Holy Spirit 
of Chriſt gives in the Mind: He is all ann, 


83 and Divine Love. 
Tuus He „„ to RO Dit 


ciples and Followers, (and more alſo) and ſo He 
is ſtill. He was to be their Leader and Guide 
into all Truth, and their great Remembranter and 
Inſtructor: He had many things then to ſay unto 
them, but they could not bear them at that Time. 
Jobn xiv. 26, xv. 26. and xvi. 12. And Whu- 
. ſoever are acquainted with this Coming of the Son 
of God, are much 'weaned from Deſires after - 
n Things of WY and * 
_  zures 


1 The Inſufficiency of R EAõtnt = 
ſures therein are mightily. abated and cut off: 
Only thoſe Things that are . neeciful . 
port of Life and 1 of the — — 
r — . lawful and 
honeſt Induſtry u applied, are 
al Bleſſings in this Life from God, in the Courſe of 
1 govd Providence and for which we are to be 
[i than ful unto Hlim,' in the Rajoyment of chere.. 


0 Au tho” Chriſt is all this and whatever can 
1 | be defired,, unto his People and Children, from 
1 time to time, according to the Will of God the 
1 Father, yet no Man can command this Conſola- 
Wn tion, or any Manifeſtatien of Him, in his own 


Will or Time: It is the Gift of God, and there- 
fore we wait for it from Him, in a holy and 
humble Reſignation to his Will 3 and He is not 
wanting to us therein, in his Own Time, as we 
remain faithful. in our Love and Duty oo Him. 
Of this I am fully ſatisfied, and do | 
and know, that — is a Divine Self gnidenting 
Immortal Power manifeſting itſelf, from time to 
time, in the Minds of Mankind, and ſenſibiy in- 
flueneing them, - after a moſt agreeable Manner, 
the Idea whereof is incommunicable by any Lan- 
uage but its own, unto any who have not the 
Eaperieacoof he fame Thing in themſelves; and 
that this Power is not eſſential to the Being of 


1 Man; he was and is Man before he knew or 
ll. knows it 3 the Celeſtial Influences whereof. can- 
1 not be commanded, or had, by Man when he 
iſ _ pleaſes ; tho he may reſiſt, oppoſe, and neglect 
iſ — to his own everlaſting Ruin: And be. 
ioeve I am ſpeaking in the Audience of many of 
both Senes, that have Evidence and are Wit 
PR" what there n Dune, Line, Soul- 

4 * 2 

* 


* 


Unaſifed by the S INIT. 43 


ickening Power appearing in them; which ig 
e cannot! — 
command m their own: Time. 4 By ;# ; 75 


Now ce Oi he Ld werte . 
generator, Leader, 8 „ and Supporter 
of them who believe in, vllow and dbey Ham, 
What is He to the World? And who is this 
World? Even all Mankind, dub all Ag 
he: and at this time, and ever will be, who 

e not believed, do not, or ſhall not believe 
in the Word of God, 1 are all co 
under this general Wor , the World, —— 


reprove the World of Sin :| Here 'is's genera 
| Reproof' of all the World for Sin. hat then 
is Sin? It is the Tran of 4a Law ; for 


— as" Lia, there is n Tranſgreſſion. 
What Law therefore hath the World- receved 
from God and tranmſgteſſed, for which they are 
reproved -and condemned by the Holy Ghoſt? 
Doth he mentien any manner of immoral Acti- 
ons, prohibited by any given Law, for which he 
hall reprove them? No, it is becauſe they 
believe not in him who does reproue them: For, 
tho God hath written and made manifeſt this 
Law, the Law of the Spirit of Life, the Law 
of Divine Light, in all Mankind in the World, 
from the Foundation thereof ; yet the World hath 
fill hared and oppoſed it, boch — dike 
in thoſe who have believed and obeyed j. 
das deed: hk old World for Heir Ban, 
and deſtroy d them in Judgment without Merey: T 
Is God unrighteous therefore; or cruel? Did He 
condemn the World without Offence, or the Tranſ- 
U of any known Law, and the higheſt Pro- 
F 2 vocation? 


11 


Hach de Lan. M 


Heaven, Men 
bother; by obey ing and 5 the Luſts of the 
Fleth; the Luſts of the Eye; and Pride of Life, 
and their own Inventions and Imaginations ; for 
which this Law reproves and condemns them, and 
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vocation? No, God is altogether Holy, Ri 
uſt and Good, and ſo is His Law, and | 
ays are Truth, and condemneth None without 
a Cauſe on Man's Part, and Juſtly, We find 
— nents es oe 
good, and well from the Be- 
ning of moo the N Contempt, and 
riders, n for 
ſhall not always ſtrive 

with Man. Again: In Elin Char i, in (ritt the 
Word of God) was Life, and that Life was the 
Light of Men; this was their Law, which Law 
1 and for which they were. condemned 
and 'puniſhed. This is the Myſtery that lay hid 


* from the Foundation of the World, Chriſt in 


N the only Hope of Glory ; and this Law 
in Being ftill, and ever will be, and is written 
in the Hearts of all Mankind; this Law is Light, 
and is as a Lamp always burning; the true Light 
which lighteth every Man, Male and Female, 
that cometh into the World; which is again re- 
ſtored by the Union of the ſame with the Nature 
of Man, in the Man Chriſt Jeſus; that wholoever 
believeth in Him, and obeyeth Him, ſhall have 


: Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Life everlaſting ; even 


by Him by. whom came the Law of the Spirit of 


Life, which ſets free from the Law of Sin and 


Death; being Life everlaſting in its own Nature, 
This Law being given unto all Nations under 


y break it in one Article or 


from which Condemnation they can never be fav'd 


[TOE „ it being the 


2 5 Spiritual 


* 


- Unaſſifed by the SPIRIT. 45 


Spiritual A of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the | 
Word of God, the true Light, which lighteth 
1 il 
the World. 


M x may ſtout it out 4 b 
they pleaſe, and decry the Holy Spirit of God, 
and call it by what opprobrious Names they will; 
. and Day of God will be 
the everlaſting Condemnation of all thoſe who con- 
tinue in Unbelief. And until Mankind come to 
believe in the Son of God, they muſt remain in 


a State r Wee 
Condemnation. | 


74 Ir is neceſſary therefore that every one ant 
= how we muſt believe in Him; we mult believe in 
Him as the Father promiſed, and hath accordingly 
ſent Him; I. will _ Thee for a Covenant of the 
People, for a Light of the Gentiles, Jaiab xlii, 6. 
As we come then to believe in the Son of 
God, as He is the Light of the World, and are 
| baptized of Him (as we have heard this Mornin 9 
we ſhall be ſaved: As he ſaid, after his Reſur- 
rection from the Dead, when he was ſpe g con- 4 
cerning the Miſſion of his Diſciples to preach Sal- I 
vation by Him unto all the World: All Power is 
given unto me in Heaven and in Earth; go ye 
therefore and teach all Nations, baptizing them 
into the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt, teaching chem to obſerve all 
Things whatſoever I have. 2 me and, 
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Another Peron having rok: before this D; 10 OURSE - 
was delivered. | b | 
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Light, becauſe their Deeds were Evil, Jobn iii. 
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: 2 a+ 7 440 3. thi | 47 J ĩÜw]; de a. tt * +» of : 
lo! 1 am with you alway, even unte the End of 
* 


the World.“ Go ye into all the World, and preach 
the Golpet to every Creature. "He that believerb 
and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, but he that helieveth 
not ſhall be damned. Again: I am come a Light 
into the World, that ohoſorver - believeth on Me 
Wel nor abide in Darkneſs. He ther believerh 
on Him is not condemned, but he that helieverb not 
is condemned already, becauſe he hath not believed in 


this is the Condemnation, that Light is come inio 


7 


the World, but Men love Darkneſs rather than 


18, 19. Again: All Things that are reproved, 
are made manifeſt by the Light: For — 
doth make manifeft, is 'Light, Epheſians v. 13, 
And to premoniſh them what Baptiſm he intended, 
as conſequential to their Teaching, or rather to be 
done at the fame Time, in the Act of Preaching, 
in the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, (and that it was 
not Water-Baptiſm) he bid them wait for the 
Promile of the Father, which he had told them of 
before, Jobn. xv. 26. For John truly baptized 
with Water, but ye ſhall be 8 the Holy 
aa . ein ng ut ye ſhall receive 
ower after that the Ho is come upon you. 
And Ye ſhat |. be 2 N both n Jen. 
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bahnt by a SPIRIT" "= 


5 — al which iis appuren, tht the Apoſtis of 
Chriſt ware commanded and authorized by 

to proclaim Him unto all Nations, and to ber 
Witneſs of Him, not only what he had done in 
the Fleſh in that Adminiſtration, but as he is the 
Word of God, the Light of the World, and 
Holy Ghoſt; and that all who ſhould believe in 
Him as He is chat Light, ſhould be baptized with 
the Holy Ghoſt (that is, he made Partakers of it 

P but that they who 
De eee 
der everlaſting Condemnation by the Holy Ghoſt, 
as a perpetual, true, and powerful Witnels againſt 
them. This Condemnation is as we ſtand in the 
State of Nature in the firſt Adam, and in Unbelief; 
from which, nevertheleſs, we may be Redeemed 
and Saved, if we do not cuntinus in Unbelief and 


Dijobedience : But if we do not believe in the Sen - 
of God, as He is the Divine Light, and ſent 2 


ſuch unto us, that Condemnation. will be W 
une. and remain for ever. | | 


Bur ie hard a 
Millions of People, ho never heard of - Chriſt, 
ſhould be damned becauſe t they do not believe. 

To whom I ſay, That, ſo far as God doth make 
manifeſt his Will by the Light of his Son Chriſt, 
that is his Law to that Soul; and ſo far as Man 
loveth that Law, and ſhows it by Practice, he 
cannot truly be called an Unbeliever. He be- 
lieves in a Holy SOMETHING, a pomwerſul perſua- 
ſiue SomEtTHING, for which he has na- Name 3 
and when he acts and ſays according to the Mani- 
8 it, he finds ea ee and 


> * * 3 825 A wem 
7 * TW EE 
oY TOC. A 
7 1 5 
« - 


5 in his Mind; but when 58 | 
the Rod and reaſonable 
I Virwe and Goodneſs. 1 


and Degree of 
Faith in the Son of God, the Light of the World, 
working by Love: And God is not unri or 
unreaſonable, to require any more of any one than 
Hie hath given or made known; for Chriſt ſaid to 
the Phariſees, and the reſt of the unbelieving Fews, 
If ye had been Blind had not bad Sin, but 
whereas you ſay you ſee, you _—_— Cr e 
Fm | 4 


Maur of thoſe who abe no Profeſſion of : 
Chriſt, and to whom he hath not been inſtrumen- 
tally preached, are in the Practice of Moral Virtue, 


_ ls ; doing as they would be done by, thro? the Evi- 
= dence they have of it as a Duty, 


by the Divine 
_ Light giving them Underſtanding, tho“ they do 
not know, or formally believe in it, under that 
Character, in any Language. Whatever you ſee 

_ therefore (for I have a mixed Auditory) or ſu- 
ſpect in your Minds to be wrong, ſhun it with all 
your Strength; yet not truſting therein, but in the 
Grace of God; and the Lord, in his own good 
Time, will open his Counſel, and give you Divine 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding, according to his kind 
Invitation: ** Lift up thy Voice for Wiſdom, and 
<*< with all thy Gettings get Underſtanding : ” For 
the Knowledge of God is everlaſtingLife; This is 
Life Eternal (faith the Son of God) to know Thee 
< the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou 
<<, haſt ent. Then follow on and proceed in the 
I of God, and in the Increaſe of thay - 

| 9 * 


8 p x WIE „ 


Wisdom, 2 W 
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it, being cheat in ſome Kind of 
Notion or — or other, to the 
Sentiments of their Parents, Guardians, or Tutors, 
before they have any Thought or Underſtanding 
to d between Truth and Error, and m 
commonly fall into that Way or Pròfeſſion of Re- 
ligion moſt in Repute in the World, and moſt fa- 
ſhionable , if therefore one is born among the R. 
man Catholicks, he is of that Way; if among the 
Epiſcopalians, he is of that Way; or, among the 
Pteſpyterians, Indæpendenis, Baptiſts, or us who 
are now diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Qyakers, 
they are of. thoſe ſeveral Ways, or Profeſſions y 
and if among the Mabommedans, they ts 'of that 
falſe Way: How powerful therefore and directive is 
the Prepoſſeſſion and Prejudice of Education's and 
how. uncertain and unſtable is any - Foundatiofi | 
laid only in that Way? Howbeit, where: there is 
elſe but Notions, true ones are better thati 
falſe ; and where there is only a Mixture, che trueſt 
are beſt of all, and — ie and embraced, 
till he who is the TuT appears, and till Light 
and Life be made manifeſt in Him. 


Tux Religion then which moſt of you under 
this DiſtinQion at this Day do profeſs, you had it 
firſt accidentally by . — Tradition, and 
| Imitation; but being inced by the Holy 

Spirit of Truth, m4 ieving in and obeying the 
fame, to the — of your 2 — the 
e 
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foregoing Discouxsz, were expreſly men- 
tioned n time it was delivered ; but werę fin 
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fer | = Caen! of that was by Word 
or by Prayer, or by 
Writing, or by Working of Miracles; yet it does 
not appear by the Holy Scriptures r 
a | = 
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4. gr . that Day. 3 
ther che Contrar 72 e Qiao, aver 
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Man,: 
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„ which Man was 
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And Restor ation by: GHRIST. 37 


have called into Queſtion the Truth or Juſtice;of 
this Saying;, How far I may be enabled to clear 
- this Point I cannot ſay; yet Linde ic is great and 
tmiverſal Importance, 1 4itereat a joint Cohcurrence 
in Every Mind here. And I chink it is not at all 
below a Miniſter of Chriſt, earneſtly to deſire the 
Prayers, and thereby the Aſſiſtanee "of the Ad. 
erict, in a mutual Conerm and Travail of Mind, 
F 
with Clearneſsz ſeeing that great e, who was 
often concerned to pray for his Brethreh, did ſome- 
times requeſt their Prayers for him in the like Caſe, 
I fay then, that the Unbelief, Diſobedience, and 
| Abt of Adam, and dhe Effects of it, never waz, or 
Mall to his Poſterity, or any of them 
ſo as to be as an Act of Immorality, or 
Diſebedience in them: But the Lapſe and Apoſtaſy 
of Alam, from his Faith in the Word of Gad. 
and his Act of Diſobedithce as co there- 
urſto, happening before he had any Iſſue, and all 
Mankind virtually in hlim, the whole human Na- 
s depraved ; his Mind being deprived f 
that Divine Light and Life, (by kis own; Act) the 
Breath of Life from God, by which he was com. 
in the Image of God, which was his hi 
Rectitutte and Perfection; and that Light and 
Life being withdrawn from him (or he become in- 
ſenſible of it by his own: J' becauſe of 
his Unbelief and Diſobedience, he dle 
from that Stute, and remained only a rational Ani- 
mal, as he was: before he rebeivtd it; and became 
ignorant of the Attributes of God, as appears hy 
ER lain Inſtance ; for when he had offer d God, 
and becan 


1d naps "conſcious of his Guilt, he thou! gh he | 
OR bimſelf from the all-ſecing Eye 
who is preſent every where, 
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—— to the Telimeny o = 
Holy Scriptures ) wherein he could not transfer 
unto them the Image of God, or that Divine Life 
from which himſelf was fallen 3 (nor is that trans- 
ferable by Human Generation) but that Animal 
Image, e rye into which he Was * 


. 
* Tus Apoſtle 4 Gith, ws by one 
Man's Diſobedience many were made Sinners, /o 
by the Obedience of Ons ſhall many be made 
righteous. And ſince Adam Himſelf, being the 
Root of all Mankind, died as to his Knowledge 
and Enjoyment of that Divine Life (which was 
* his Fall) and that not transferable unto his 
Poſterity, by Generation, or Inheritance in Succeſ- 
ſion, as is his Animal Nature; yet, notwithſtand- 
ing this lapſed State, that Offence, and all the Of- 
fences of Mankind conſequential therefrom; that 
the unſpeakable Mercy of God, and infinite Ex- 
tent of his Almighty Power and Goodneſs might 
appear, the fame Apoſtle alſo lays it down _ 
Even ſo by the Obedience and Righteouſneſs of 
„Ox, the free Gift came upon all Men, to the 
„ Fuſtification of 2 As in Adam all die, even ſo 
in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive,” 11 b 


* 22. 
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f Romans v. 19. 


4 3 | 
Now, 
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And ResroRATiION by CHRIST. 57 
Now, pray let us conſider this Morning, every 
one for one, What do I know of Sin? What do 
I know. of God? What do I know of Chriſt? 
I have heard of God, and of Chriſt, and have aſ- 
ſumed upon myſelf that Sacred Name, proteſſing 
to be a Worſhippor of the One Eternal, True and 
Living God, and a Believer in the one Lord and 
Saviour Jcſus Chriſt, the Sent of God, and one of 


his Diſciples, and yet (paradventure) I have ne- 
ver conſidered what I profeſs as I ought ; I have 


never meditated on the Name of the Lord, nor 
in his Law, nor contemplated the Attributes of 
God, or ſought Him; neither have I known Sin 


. * 


by Conviction, but by Tradition on. 


I Avi been taught a Form of Words con- 
cerning Chriſt, what He was, and where He is, 
in Heaven, afar off, at the Right Hand of the 
Father; but let me ſeriouſly conſider, What do 

really and experimentally xxow of the Father and 


G5 908d)... 


Ari that we. read, or hear; concerning God 
ind Chriſt, cho true, is but ſuperficial, and, as 4 
Hiſtory of Perſons and Things at a Diſtance, it 
is no true ſaving Knowledge: How then hal 
Mankind obtain. this Knowledge and Experience ? 
Here is a free Gift come upon all Men without 
Exception. By whom comes this Gift It comes 
by Jeſus Chriſt, the Second Adam, the Lord from 
Heaven, as He is a quickening Spirit, by whom 
we are inſpired, or breathed into; and a Degree 
of the ſame Divine, Eternal, Light and Life, loſt 
in the Firſt Adam, reſtored into our Hearts and 
Minds, This is the Grace of God which bringeth 
Salvation, and appeareth in. Men, GOO 
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— ff —. 70 FALL mn ADAM, 


us ing us to deny Mb. | 
15 25 25 , Laſts, and to live Sy 


„ and Gy in this reſent World 4 
4 beevel in this Gift, and obeyeth 
on eee, hath a free Pardon of all 
od of Him by whom' this 
ſanckified and 1 of God 


5 All Sin, and the Stains and Pollutions thereof 
rae er Whatever can be ſaj e l on 
irft Adam, is e reſtored e 


br ; 610 Appel that FR, in my \Kydiaiics 
have not the Knowledge of God, know nothing 
at all of Foy a nor of this free Gift : But why is 
1 51 a free Gift, but becauſe it is mercifully 
freey's all without any manner of Purchaſe, 
or . Dk us, that cold induce the Moſt Hi 
to beftowv it, but is given from the Freedom of his 
own Holy Will, from bis own merciful Nature 
and eternal Goodneſs ? ? and Chriſt himſelf, who 


is Eternal Life, is that Gift, 1 unto all Men 
as 4 Divine Saving . .. 
a Light, and that * 


5 See 1 
ben into Covenant with God, and live and reign 


by F aith in Him 
king by 22 je) 

rl Sins pa 

im in in Tink to come, 155 Fra 


with Hic, in his Divine Frernal Light and Glory 
for ever: As it is written, God ſo loved the 
„% World (chat is all Mankind in the World) 
„that Fle Gave his only” begotten Son, that 


__ & wrogoever believeth in him e not 


« perifh, but have everlaſting Life.” e BN 

then is given into our Heafts, in 
Puſtificationr of Life ; for by Him all that believe 
are e Juftified from all things from which' ye could 
not 


And RESTORATION by C HRIST. 59 


not be juſtified an ap 1] that we 
may liye a holy, rightequs, and godly 8 
World "Ihrough the effectyal working _— 

Faith therein 5 as it is alſo wry, By 1 
Crues ye are ſaved, through Faith ; n 
N een ir is the Gift of God +. 


Tuis Juſtifcation is by Chriſt, the Wiſdom 
and Power of God, by whom we who were un- 
Juſt and unholy, arę made rightequs, holy, juſt 
ang 8 We are 2 ok the Workmanſh 9 of 

God, ; created anew unto good Works, à Jutih- 
cation from Sin, nat in Sin; for our Sins and 
n being inconſiſtent with the Nature 

of God, we can never be ſaved in Sin, but from 
it, and from all the diſmal and deadly Conſe- 
quences of it, ang therefore is that Gif? come up- 
on all Men; and yet we {ce the greateſt Part of 
all Mankind are unacc zinted wi ity e 
tandi git 15a Saving 5 from God. ny 


Rur ſome may fay,. Why, can Mankind have 
-a juſtifying Virtue and Power in himſelf. from 
God, and not be aware of it? Yea, ſo far is Man 
depraved and dead to the Knowledge of God, as 

he ſtands in the fallen Nature and Image of the 
Feſt Adam, that tho the Gift of God is in him, « 
Manifeſtation of the: Spirit, or Divine Nature of 
Chriſt, be given to him and in him, yet he is 
oe n Wiſe 5 of aware. 575 it. 8 
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6% Man's FALL in ADAM, 


SzzING then that all Mankind have a free Gift 
from God, it is worth our while to enquire after | 
it in ourſelves. The firſt ion of the Spirit 
of Chriſt then, which is that Gift and that Wit. 
neſs fore-promiſed in Jaiab the Prophet ||, to wit- 
neſs for God and againſt us, is to convince us of 
our Sins in our own Underſtandings ; to con- 
demn Sin in the Fleſh, to 6 or e; witneſs againſt, 
and condemn every Thoug Word, and Action, 
that is inconſiſtent wich e Nature of this Gift in 
Mankind. This is the ſame Thing which the 
1 le Paul ſpeaks of, where he ſaith, There is 
ifeſtation of the Spirit given to every Man 
bo profit withal. This is the fame Divine Thing 
which is called the Grace of God: This is that 
which we, who are called Qyakers, mean, when 


we. of that Divine Light which manifeſts 

itſelf, and every im og: Shure Thing, in 

the Minds of ind ; that Powerful Ki 
and Intellectual aman K who kindly and gently 


admoniſheth us in our Minds, concerning thoſe 
ings that are inconſiſtent with Himſelf, yo | is 
e Righteoulaek of Gd. 3 


| Now this is not the Natural Mind of Man, n nor 
any Thing eſſentjal to itſelf, that reproves and 
condemns its Cortu tions, ( that 1 would be as Vice 
correcting Sin: )T Iiir er and the Ilumi- 
nated” are not the ſame ; neither are the Reprover 
and the Reproved, the Condemner and Con- 
demned, the ſame; tho? both are within, in the 
Heart, and in the Mind. It is the Holy Spirit of 


"a ann Part that 


. || Ifaiah be: 4 f 
Wy manifeſts, 
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reveals, and difcovers, . 8. our 8 
N ſuch Things as are diſpleaſing to 
that we may avoid them; and likewiſe our Duty 
to Him, and one unto another; that we may do 
it in all Sincerity, Holineſs, Nee and 
Truth. | 


*::"T gs Divine Monitor | and: Teacher is Eier- 
nal Life in his own Nature; the Eſſential Truth, 
the Spirit of God, who is Unchangeable. A Ma- 
nifeſtation, Degree, or Portion of this hath been 
diſpenſed unto Mankind throughout all Genera- 
tions; yet God is not deviſible into Parts, as 
Matter is: The Light of the Sun, we ſee, ſhines 
upon Mankind upon the Face of the whole Earth, 
and enlightneth the Eyes of Millions of People at 
one and the ſame Time, which are all divided one 
from another, and far ſeparate; yet the Light it- 
ſelf is not divided, but one and the ſame entire 
undivided Being continually : Even fo, God, who 
is Divine, Eſſential, Inacceſſible, Intellectual, Un- 
changeable Light, ſhines into the Hearts and 
Minds of all, Mankind, 'at all Times, and in all 
Places; as it is written, „God, who commanded 
the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath ſhined 
in our Hearts, to give the Light of the Know- | 
_ © ledge of the Glory of God, in the Face of 

<6 Jeſus Chriſt, But we have this Treaſure in 
+ Earthen Veſſels, that the Excellency of the 
Power may be of God, and not of us Poms 


Dir: cho chis Light ſhineth in all Mankind, 
all do not perceive or Ts ns it as ſuch. It 
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t 2 Corinthians , M. 
: ſhineth 


R 7 „ 
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: Man's FAU in ADA M, 
Mieth ip Darkneſs, and the Natural Mind of 
Mankind i is that Darkneſs, and ſo remaineth; and 
ever; will, until they believe in that Light, and 
then, they themſelves, being thereby illuminated 
and begatten, and therewith united, as in an ever- 
laſting Covenant of Light and Lie: Then be and 
they, who were ſometimes Darkneſs, become 
Light in che Lord, and fo remain ang continue 
in Him for ever and ever; ä 
the Firmament of his Power te all Fannie. | 


Again ; This free Gift which is come upon 
all Men, in order to the Juſtification of Life, is 
alſo ** the true Light which ligl Wh ever Kew 
that cometh into. the World. We are Dark- 
neſs with all our Natural F cakes and Properties, 
eee this Light, till it ſhineth 
and out, of this Darkneſs ; and the firſt 
of this ſhining in the Mind, Underſtand- 

ing, or Conſcience of Mankind, (what Words 
Mahl, 1, uſe; to be underſtood?) is the Diſcoveryß 
and Condemnation. of Evil in and unto Man; 
Ach being repented of, and ſorſaken by the b 
Tranſgreſſors, ſuch are juſtified from Sin, and all 
the evil Conſequences of it for ever. And the 
Tame Righteouſneſs which condemneth Man for 
Sin while. he abideth therein, in a State of Unbe- 
liet and Diſobedience, juſtifieth him from Sin, 
when, he believes in the Spirit of Truth, (which 
condemns him) and forſakes his Sin; yet that 
Condemnation will rewain for ever, if the Sinner 
never believes ; “ for he that * *. 15 
condemned already. Jobn iii, 18. 


"THERE is a Tine wherein all Men are in a 
State of Unbelief, in which every one of us are, 
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or ded been, 4s all 4 0 how believe; JK 
ing back to your firſt State, will e Hf 
| 1 at the ale tine yon Went to your Nes, 
to your Mertings, or ſorde Way or other, and 
under Wae or other Charatter of Relig lon > _and 


. 


Tee ; 50 Kae at a1 of Him: Bat Pos 


and believe, many of you have 8 
true and faying Faith, through the ſenſible 
tion of the Dine Power” which dwelleth in that 
Light, whereby he hath, condemned. the Body of 
the Sins of the Fleſh in you, with the Carnal 
Mind, (which is Enmity againſt God) with all 
its evil Produkts and Fruits, and oy, 788, BOY 
Z repented and forſaken chem. 


D 
: þ F 


Ix this Mind are rooted and 4 oi 40 th | 
Evil that is in Mankind: This Mind, in itfelf, is 
not ſubject to the Holy Law of God, nor can, Fy : 
This is the Life of 90 Fleſh, condemned therein 
with its Deeds, by the Manifeſtarion of the Life 

of the Son of God, that PS R Fo bs My of = 


8 to Cod and his Net 1 "bed! Wan be. 

lieving therein, it enables f üm ro ſay 5 a 
it. Sin is thus condemned in dur 

Law of the Spitit of Life come by 5 Oh 

that the 5 Righteouſneſs of that 

be fulfilled in ns by its own Power, vs 55 

. Alter 
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and from the Yoke and 


an FALL in A. 


64 


air the kan, and Deſires of the Carnal Mind 
pig of Go Erin 


but according to the Hol 
and EL —— Spirit *g the Son of Godz whi 
free from the Law, or Power, of Sin and 


oY therein, Satan, the Adverſary and great 
wer, the Prince of the Power 90 the Dark. 


. neſs of this World, who ſhall be deſtroyed at laſt, 
by the Brightneſs of fr. Revelation and Coming 
of the Son of God. 


Again; The Miniſtration 
of Condemnation is glorious in its Day 3 but 
much more glorious is the Day of Juſtification an 
Salvation. There is, indeed, a 
in the Heart, Mind, and Underſtanding, of of Man- 
kind, at the Appearance of the Divine Light ; 
for every Appearance of Evil is from thenceforth 
condemned thereby, and all the Knowledge, Wiſ- 


dom, Righteouſneſs and Glory of Man, becomes 


inglorious unto himſelf, by the Manifeſtation of 2 
real and more excellent Knowledge, Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, and Glory, which fadeth not away : 
Man then is aſhamed. of himſelf; he is out of 


Love with himſelf, through the Illumination and 


Operation of the Holy Spirit and Power: of the 


Son of God; nn to the 


Juſtification of Life. 


Br tx d then juſtified, and 5 "Bag Sin 
through Grace, we have then, and not till then, 
ſomething 


wherein to glory; as it is written, 

4e Thus faith the Lord, let not the Wiſe Man 
2 in his Wiſdom, neither let the Mig 
an glory in his Might, let not the Rich 

&« gloty In his Riches ; but let him that Sonech, 


« * glory. in 7% that he underſtandeth 5 nes, 
who exerciſo 
Loving 
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great Glory ſhines 


5 1 . | as. "at eds  @ Aa «. ac toudd .T 
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DeRrinal Tracts # 


| in! the 
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ene of Men 5 3 
the Mind red by Him who 
difevvers mio en f Th. State, auc Co 
dition, even all his Fallings that Man now be- 
Hheves in that Divine Liſe, chat Eternal 'Word, 
and truſtech therein ab the ſure Foundation .; and 
then repenting of Sin, and all che Eis that he 
kath done, he renounces all his evil Cog 
and Deſires, and then God, through'the merciful 
Application of the Blood ef Chriſt; gives him a 
free Pardon of all his Sins and Tran 
juſtifies him thereſrom, and ſeals unto him the 
full Evidence and Afſurance thereef by his Holy 
Spirit bearing Witneſs in his- Spirit, that he him- 
ſelf, who was by Nature a Son of the Fleſh in the 
firſt Adam, and à Tranſgrefſor, is now, through | 
the infinite Love; Mercy, and Goodneſs of God, 
and Sanctification of his Holy Spirit, become a 
Son of God, and ſtee from all Sin; and I cool 
wiſh, in univerſal Love, that every'Soul here had 
. nd de not eſti N 
| 7 He” * 31 „ 


A Man tutte in the eit et he Ge 4 
Cod, and waits upon Him therein, his Mind 
comes thereby to be changed from Glory to Glory, 
from n to ansther 3 ſo 
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der Condemnation ;z but 


do another, untill he is brought forth in his Mind 
in the Image 
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66 . Mts FALL in ADAM, 
Whilſt Man remains in the Firſt Adam, EL JO 
being born again of the 
Second, he is then free, and in the Liberty of the 
Sons of God. He that doth not ſee his Sins, nor 
believe in that — Li Gor them, 
can-never repent z for can he repent of any 
thing as Evil that he does not ſee and believe to be 


| fo? And how can he fee without Light? While the 


Mind of Man is one with his Sins, and loves them, 
he cannot but being convinced of Sin, and 
believing in him who by Grace doth convince him 
of Sin, he forſaketh his Sins and adhereth unto God, 
EEE Te 
him, by or which are the way 
of Life and ſtill the ſame divine Principle un- 


and repent. Rev. iii. 19. Again, my 
ibincr thouthe Caſting ob. the L 


xi. 5» 6, 7, 8, 9. 


en oe 0 
this World, the Evil and Subtle One, in the Luſts 
and Pleaſures of it; as he is ſenſual and earthly he 
goes on therein, from one of Depravation 


Heb, 


and Nature of Satan, and arrives. at | 
all Manner of Wickedneſs; as Self-Love, Pride, 


Vain-Glory, Arrogance, Self - Preference, Self- 


"Exaltation, 2 of Power, Pre- eminence, Do- 
minion, Rebel — Contempt 
Tauts füll Envy and Bitter- 


of them, and of 
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and obey the Divine Diſcoveries, and have the 


Faith and Love, they 
God, and have in themſelves all the 


r e r 


— in ſome Sort be — 
ſion is in and by the Mind, 


»  * 3 i FR Red > © 


Slander, Evil-Speaking, Back- biting, Vilifying, 
Fornication, Adultery, Murder, Debate, De- 
ceit, H y, Patiality, denying of the Truth, 

God and Chriſt, and ſo arriving at the 
Co letion of all Unrightcouſneſs, a Child of the 
5 ae ET an OY 


* 6 4 
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— on 1 eee 


Word of God in themſelves, the Object th 
come to be Children 


the Firſt· born, even of Jeſus Chriſt the Son 


Wiz df arp lent Sel and 
Children of Wrath, in the State of the Firſt Adam, 


they were full of Wrath and the Wrath of God 


being made Children of God 
— they are filled with 


— err wüde 


Viewe and Love wiſpeakablo in Fim. 


Tus great Work and Change is not . 
Body; that is ſtill hat it was before, ee ae bi 
ly 


Kind) the Change i 


Reſtoration be: Tou all know as well as I, that 
_ the Body is only the Inſtrument of the Mind: It 
wat a the Body WW deſires, 

2 con- 
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whereby 


68 Mails FAT LV in ADAM, ; 


a acts and does, all one oma for 
+ eee or Evil. . 


1 therefore the Mind to tiabged, nl 
brought forth in the Image of God, by che 
Power and Wiſdom of his Holy Spirit, then all 
that the Lord God requires of Man, with reſpect 
to his Duty in Righteouſneſs, becomes a Law of 
Nature to him. This is not the Work of Man, 
but of God. As the Son of God hach ſaid; Ex- 
cept a Man bt born again, he cannot fee the King- 
dom of God; “ and as that which is born of the Fleſh 
is Fleſh, ſo that which is born of the Spirit is 
Spirit: But the. Carnal or natural Mind receiveth 
not the Things of the Spitit of God; it is blind to 
them, and cannat ſee the Excellency that is in God 
above all his Creatures; cannot perceive the Di- 
vine Pleaſure and Enjoy ment that * 
Mind and Conſcience being defiled, benum'd, and 
dead, through Sin and dead Works, to — 
and Reliſh of the Love and Goodnels of God. | 
0 * L n ü on nid 12 
Bor hevettheleſs, I belkeve there are many here 
ord glad df che Foundation I have for it) in 
;chis Meeting, who are, through the Grace of God, 
become Witneſſes. of. holy divine eternal Love, 
they are conſolated, far above what they 
«could be by the Enjoyment of any Thing here be- 
low, Faith and Obedience to that holy and 
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der Gift ty: which they are juſtified,” and ed. 
Thing, of ths yaw nd. . 


'- outward. q 
of this vain and periſhing World, with 
deer of has divine ad vin Love ſa 
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abroad in their Hearts by che Life of thic8an'df, 
God, by which they ate influenced, at times, a 
3c pleaſeth Him, in the liſting up r 
bi Countenance upon them. O01. living 
Love of God in Chriſt Jeſus? Oh; that chery one 
here had @ living Feeling, Senſe, and -Evidence 


thereof. All our Works, Wirſhips, and Services, 


ought to work by Love, and not by Moral Pre- 
cepts only. All theſe are conſequential toi the 
Wotle of the Hdly Spirit of Chriſtin Mankind, 
which - reſtoreth, not only the Image of Hod in 
Man, as he was in liis firſt Perfection, biſt craltetn 
him above that State. hen completed h the 
Work of for in the firſt Stute he 
was the Son of God by Creatina!, but in this he is 


the Son of God by Regeneration, whereby he be- 
comes Partaker of the Divine Nature, and being 
tmited unto the Father anpagit dhe Son, the 15 


e e ws naa elde 
e wathins nod a Riot nor of the Wil 85 


of the. Fidb, nor: of the i 6H Naas A e 


God; this is the the great and glorious Works chat 
the Son of God is come to do, in and u all 
Mankind thar- believe in uni and receive bird in 


the Way of his coming. According to that De- 


claration of a Man of God; It is the Will of 
God that all Men ſhould be fred. ID 
nr of ms e TI! WL; 70 , 
#44 "4 dy 4H j 1 * 
Wunden Will then i is * 1 contradicts the Will 
of God? It is the united Will of Satan and deluded 


and deceived Man, which is contrary to the Will 
N This is the Will of God, even your 


6 Sanctification;F' God wills Man's Sanckifica- 


tion, according to his Command; Be ye 3 5 
. 5 go I f | ; am 


yo Man FALL in ADAM, 

Lam holy, faith the Lord, God wills that Mankind 
ſhould be holy like himſelf, but Satan and Men 
will that they ſhould be 1 
the Evil One, Unholy, 
But we muſt ES ts War rs 6s 
Fleſh, and be ſabjecte, n - rooggd n 


a then. een are apt hd and , 

11 15 leaſe God after fo ſtrict a Manner, 1 hall be 
of the Liberties'of Nature, and be tri 
of abundance of Things and Pleaſures I 
delight in, 3 — 
a dull and heavy Scene of Melancholy, devoid: of 
all Satisfaction; but then conſider, that the great 
Author of the Univerſe, ho hath all Things in 
his e he — over- ballanceth that Ac · 
count; the Reward he gives is incomparably more 
valuable than any Thing we have to — 
We 55 all we 3 or have, is — — 
but his own. requires us to elves, 
nr eee 18 * 87. 
une viii. 34: e 


I Self. Denial i in the Mind by bis 
Grace) hs Beginning of our Diſcipleſhip. We 
have been ſtrongly attached in our Deſires to many 
vain and needleſs. Things, which were not good 
for us, nor convenient, but hurtful, tho? we might 
think them good in Times of Ignorance and Dark- 
neſs, in an Animal State: But when the 2 
of God was made manifeſt in our ings, 
we then ſaw theſe Things were nat according to the 
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Mind and Nature of Cod. . 
n 


eup tl 
hurful Laſts and follow the Lord Chriſt, * 


Way of Holines and l Pet. to nnn 
of ha Glory? | 


n Country- men, 3 | 
let us conſider this Day y. how far we have taken 
up the Croſs of . Chriſt, and wherein? How far 
have we deny'd ourſelves, and in what? What 
have we parted with for the Sake of Chritt? Have 
we, for his Sake, and at his Command, or Inſtance, 
parted with ſo much as any uſeleſs, or needleſs, or 
vain, or hurtful Thing? I am afraid a great many 
cannot juſtly anſwer here as I could wiſh they could, 
and ſay with the Apoſtle, I have accounted all 
Things as Loſs and Dung that I might win Chriſt, 
and be found in him, e EO IIS 
my own Ri but the Righteouueſ 
of God, through Faith i in the Lord Jeſus Cheſt, | 
who is in truth called, The Lord our Ri 
neſs, by all choſe who are born of him their e ever- 


| os we * theſe Things 5 bleſſed are 
ve, and happy ſhall we be: But if not, let us be- 
gin; ſome have already, and long ago, begun, 
and made good Progreſs; and I wiſh Proſperity 
and Perſeverance to all ſuch, and that they may 
finiſh well, whoever they are. But they who never 
take up the Croſs of Chriſt, will be found unworthy 
of him, They, as the Lord faith, ** who have 
3 forſaken Houſes, or Brethren, or Sie, or 
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4 ogg or „Nas or Wife, or Children, 
Lands, for my Name-ſake and the Col. 
fall "receive in 1hjs Life an bunderd Fold, and 
„mall inherit Eiſe-Everlaſting,” * Matt xix. _ 
Situ; 29. Fai 4. £4 | 44%; © IF \ bo 14 | 

. alt 70 BB | 
pb de Morals muſt be , even & 
the moſt Jawful, uſeful, wi fac, l and 
comfortable Things in Life, tho? Bleſſings from 
God ia u State of Nature, when God, © the great 
Author &f our Being, an of all we enjoy, and 
the natural Life too, is pleuſ 1 em; 
but not otherwiſe by any oluntary Humility, or 
blind Zeal, o Seh- Action in tur own Wills or 


Time, but as the Lord requires them, to his on 


Glory, in Teſtimony of Faith in him; and Love 
and Obedience to his Commands: And yet the 


Gain is great, and ſtill on our Part, we have un- 


ers more thah an Equivalent; in this Life 
h bundrell Fold, and in that which is to come Life 
Eeclakisg. and to reign with God and the Lamb 
in the Dominion and Ki m. "of his Glory for 
ever and ever. e il. 21. 14G HG 5 ee” 3 
150312 %! A 0 D10 44 £66873 £54 *1 ON * 
Tur Riohtcvaſhehs of the: Nennt Law and CO- 
venant, delivered unto [/rael by Mofes on Tables 
of Stone, condemneth. every Thing that is evil and 
*mrighteous, and teacheth all Moral Duties toward 
God and Man; and the Rewards under that Co- 
-vetiant were Temporal; they had a Country and la- 
"heritance by Phothiiſc; which alſo Was 
\niito them; but the Sen of God, the Mediator of 
a better Covenant, and Diſpe ler of a more ex · 
cehent Law, goes ber; t us written on 
Fables of Stone, Ins on the oft 'able of the 
Hort; That Ewve'the Bleſſings this Liſe com- 
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And RESTORATION by CHRIST. 73 
mon to every Creature after their. Kinds, but no 
— — Light troogh th Gap, a ant 
tality is brought to 
ak Grote and Tinh came by . Jeſus Chriſt?) 
but this remands them, in Teſtimony of the Truth 
of Faith and Love to the Giver of them. Yet; by 


how much this is a better Law and Covenant, that 


of Works, this of Light and Grace, enabling the 
Mind of him that believeth therein to all 
its Requirings, and diſpenſed by a more excellent 
Mediator, and the Reward more glorious, being 
both temporal and eternal, by ſa much we have 
ſtill the Advantage; and the rather, feeing the 
| Temporals required of us remain in our Poſleſſion, 
and are our own, as given us of God, until he 
pleaſed to demand both us and them, to his own 
Glory; for all are his; by him, through him, 
and for him are all Things, and therefore let 


Kid? rr 


Now I think 1 bear dome e Sn 
Bleſſed be the holy Name of the Lord, the God of 
2 he hath called me by his Grace to 
this Diſcipleſhip, and enabled me thereby to 
and forſake every thing in this World he Th 
hitherto required of me, and made known as my 
Har wmf ad weilen nenn . 


Tuis cannot be but through the free Gift of 


God enabling Mankind thereunto, through Faith 
therein at the Times of its Influence, and then cd- 
working with it. He therefore who hath thus de 
ny'd himſelt, let him ſtill continue to take up his 
daily Croſs, and deſpiſe the Shame yet attending, 
gs) a5 ow as in that Day, not in 

one 


7k Matt's FALL in ADAM, 


one thing oaly, hut in all that Chiift „ by 

the free Gift .of his Grace, requires of him, whe- 
ther of ſaying, doing, —— and follow the 
Son of God freely and fully, in the Way of Rege- 
neration; for this is the Way we muſt all follow 
him, if ever we arrive at che Throne of his 

A. ; | 


No Mortal, 1 own Will and Power, is able 
to do this; we did not give ourſelves our firſt Being, 
neither can we of ourſelves acquire this better and 
more excellent State of Being; it is attained by the 
Power and Efficacy of the free Gift of God: That 
divine and Gift, which as heavenly Leaven 
works the Change, inleavening the Mind with its 


own holy, righteous, and divine Nature and Pro- | 


perties'; and therefore I preach the Spirit of Chriſt 

once more among you, - for he will ſanctify, juſtify; 
and fave you, and in due time alſo glorify every 
Soul of you who believe in him, and follow and 
obey him, and he himſelf will even teach you ſo 
* if you vill be inftrufted by him: wot 


Ga IN, 5 He tas will fave his Life, ſhall 
4 loſe it; but whoſoever will lay down his Life 
* for my Name's Sake, and'the Goppel, the ſame 
«© ſhall find it.“ The natural Life and carnal 
Mind of Mankind is attached and ſet upon many 
low and mean Things in this preſent World, which 
are of no Value in themſelves, but rather vexatious 
Incumbrances. All that is in the World. the. 
Luſt of the Fleſh, Eye, and Pride of Life 3" 
What are they, and where do. they end? They all 
periſh with the Uſing. The Riches of this World, 
the right Uſe being perverted, are ſubſervient only 
0 ns en, which war ns 0 and 
oy 
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deſtroy its real, true, 1 n m 
vation of God. | 


Aub che Honour and Glory of the World is 
falſe 3 it is a Lye, and unworthy of the Deſire 
and Purſuit of him, who knows 15 free Giſt of 
God, and loves it, and walketh therein. He 


hath an Eye to the true and greateſt Glory, that 


which is of God only; and cannot miſs it in the 


End. The fallen Lie ol the Firſt Adam, with all 


its Delights, muſt be denied and loſt, that we 


may find and obtain Life Everlaſting in the Se- 


cond Adam, and live with Him, and in Him for 


ever. 


Acain; (as auh the Apoſtle) It is Given 
© unto us, not only to believe, but alſo to ſuffer 
«© for his Name's Sake. They ſuffered Scoffing, 


Deriſion, cruel Mockings, — of Goods, Im- 


priſonments, Buffetings, Scourgings, and Death; 


and all this, and much more, they endured on 


the Name of the Lord Jeſus and the Goſpel, 
through the free Gift which came upon them by 


Himſelf: And the like alſo have many of us 


ſuffered, through Faith in his Name, and by the 
ſame Gift in this Age, to his Glory, and not our 


own, to whom he hath given the bleſſed Experi- 


ence of the Truth of his Saying of old. He 


that believeth in me, tho he were dead, yet 
„ fſhall he live; and he that liveth and believeth, 


„ ſhall never die. As it is alſo written, „Nou 
** who were ſometimes dead in Treſpaſſes and 


* and. Sins, you hath he quickened ; and as.in 
* Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt mal all be 


made alive.“ — 
. Now 
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Mans FALL in ADAM, 
Now by this time 1 hope it may r, that 
all the Poſterity of Adam might be faved ; for 
Gad, willing to make known his univerſal Good- 
nefs, Mercy, and Love, in his beloved Son Jeſus 


Chrift, commanded the Apoſtle to make this De- 
claration unto the Believers that then were, unto 


whom this Epiſtle was directed; which being pre- 


ferved on Record unto this Day, (and I hope ever 
will be) it is alſo for our learning, that every one, 
Ro received the fame free Gift in our Time, 

by Bok alter —— 7 believe. in it as they 
did, and be ſaved by it as they were: As ſaith the 


fame Apoſtle on another Occaſion ; Buy Grace 


are ye ſaved, through Faith; it is not of your- 
e ſelves, i is the Gift of God. Eph. ii. 8. 


On! that all would bene learn af: Chriſt, 


and be ſaved, have everlaſting Life, and enter 


into the Reſt and Glory of God in his Kingdom 
for ever. Oh! that we may all confider theſe 
things with due Attention and Application of 


Mind, in order to a right Uſe of them, to the 
Glory of God and our own Salvation. 


Vys read-of the Nartyrs ef Jeſus Chrift, and 


' that Abundance of them were deſtroyed for his 


Names fake, by many cruel and tormenting Ways, 
and even by — of Fire, and by thoſe too 
who called themſelves by his Holy Name, 

ſeſſed Him in Words, but Ain him by theſe 
and other their unrighteous and wicked Works, 


they thereby declared and proved themſelves to be 


Antichriſtians: But when at any time, and from 


time to time, the Notions and Doctrines of thoſe 


Martyrs, through their holy and innocent Lives, 


Chriſtian Conſtancy, and Fortitude under all their 
_ Sufferings, 


Aud Retronwenont bj Enis. 5 
Sufferings, became Honourable, and/in Faſhion 


among the generality of Mankind in any Country, 
and in Vogue in the World, in the next and fuc- 

ceeding Generations; then the ſame ſubtile Spirit 
of Antichriſt, the Old Dragon, which in another 
Profeſfion and Likeneſs had perſecuted thoſe Mar- 
ryrs and Confeſſors of Jefys, and deftroyed them, 
then transforming itſelf, and aſſuming 


the Pro- 
feſſion of thoſe Martyrs and Chriſtians, boaſted of 
their Sufferings, and preached the ſame Doctrines 
in Words; but lived the Liſe of the ſinful World, 
profefling the Holy Name of the Son of God, yer 
ferving their own Luſts, and hating every A 
pearance and Diſpenſation of God, they perſe- 
cuted the Light and Life of the Son of God, in 
thoſe He raiſed up and ſent in this Nation, to 
teſtify againſt them, and reprove then, and ad- 
montſh the People to turn to the Lord, and to 
the Word' of his Grace in themſelves, -as a free 
Teacher, and the beſt of all, even the free Gift 
come upon all Men to the Juſtification of Life, 


Bur this crafty Transformation is no new 
Thing, for even in the Days of the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt, that Spirit of Antichriſt began to trans- 
form itſelf, and put on the Profeſſion of the Name 
of Chriſt, the better to deceive the Simple; as 
_ faith the Apoſtle John, who attaining a great 
Age, was the longeſt Liver of all the reſt: As 
you have heard that Antichriſt ſhall” come, 
„even now are there mam Antichriſts. — 
They went out from us, but they were not of 
„ u. x Fobw V8. 16; 19. 1-9.” 


Wu ax then hath the perſecuting Spirit of Anti- 
chriſt to do with Chriſt ; or thoſe who = 
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Him in Works, and reject and Him in 
his Miniſters and Servants, Members and Chil- 
dren, to do with the Martyrs of Jeſus, or boaſt 
of Him or them, or of his or their Lives, Doc- 
trines, Works, or Sufferings, ſeeing they are the 
Succeſſors of thoſe Antichriſts, and of the ſame 
Spirit, as their immoral Works and Perſecutions 
declare and witneſs againſt them ? 


Many of thoſe, in the Da ys of 72 Apoltles, 
who took upon them the _ of Chriſt, ſoon 
apoſtatized from the Divine Life: of Chriſt, as 
Adam did, and yet held their Profeſſion, and exer- 
ciſcd all the Fruits of their Apoſtacy under his 
Sacred Name, which is ſtill, to this Day, the 
moſt skilful and ſucceſsful Art of 3 Spirit in 
his Miniſters and Members. Therefore, dear 
Friends, let us ourſelves be aware of it, leſt we 
alſo be „e and this Generation receive the 
Form and Doctrines of Truth in the Natural and 
Carnal Mind, in the firſt and fallen Adam, with- 
out the Knowledge of the free Gift of God, or 

any Change wrought in our Hearts thereby, or 
| Reformation or Knowledge of God; and 
if 1 ſo, the moſt dangerous Apoſtacy of all may 
yer be eſtabliſhed : For what can any People pro- 

higher than the Light and Life + the Son of 

? And if we do not live and walk therein, 

and in the true Fellowſhip thereof, we ſhall be as 
Stumbling · blocks to the reſt of Mankind, and 
not as Way - marks and Lights in the dark 
World: How then ſhould they look any further 
than they ſee us go? I therefore you will 
bear "ne — and rightly uſe it. 


J 1 
F p * * 
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To draw toward a Concluſion: The Know- 


Wiſdom, and Power of God, muſt pe preached 
and reſtored. in Mankind, in every A ge of the 
World, as we ſucceed upon ce K. Parts, or elſe 
all Religion is in vain as to a future State, and 
ſubſervient only to a Civil and Social eee . 
here. The Mind of Man therefore muſt not only 
be reſtored to the firſt Rectitude of Human Na- 
ture, but improved and eſtabliſhed, by the great 
and neceſſary Work of Regeneration, which never 
can be by any other Means than the everlaſtin 
Power and Efficacy of the free Gift that is c 
upon all Men by Jeſus Chriſt ; 2 it is this alone 
that can repair in the Children of Men all the 


Loſs in the Firſt Adam. But they who are igno - 


rant of the Gift of God, tho? it is in them, and 
negle& and deſpiſe it, and never believe in the 
Divine Appearance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but 
are contented with the Enjoyments of depraved 


'Senſe; their low 'Minds aſcend not above the 


Earth : They think not upon Eternity, or Things 
pertaining to that State, or on any Thing above 
what is here below, or of Senſe. It is not then 

any Form of Religion, or Syſtems thereof, how 
well ſoever adapted to the Senſes of Mankind, or 
to their Sentiments concerning what they read in 
the holy Scriptures, or elſewhere, or that is or 
can be contrived by the Wit or Will of Man, but 


a real Change and Renovation of the Mind, by 


the free Gift of God only, that can render any of 
our Services, or Offers of them, ACA to 
God. | 


Anp tho? blind Mortals in this dark World 


may — cheir Sentiments and Inventions one 
Vi upon 


: ledge of the Life and Light of the Divine Word, 


| 
| 

| 

| 

| 

J 
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another with Violence; and diſpute, envy, 
— and conteſt, ene ad dine, nr, 


Chriſtian Religion they to the 8 of the holy 

ri eligion profeſs 5 
at laſt all Nations, Profeſſions, 
41 le and 7 2 


| the Son of God, the Great and Powerful Judge of 
the Living and of the Dead, under the Name of 
one of theſe two, either Sheep or Goats, who has 
told us already what He will ſay, and to whom : 
Unto the Sheep on his Right Hand; Come ye 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom pre- 
e ee hom the Fenn ee 
And the moral Cauſe of that Bleſſing there aſ- 
ſigned, is Love to the Brethren, Kindneſs and 
ity. But unto the Goats on his Left Hand 

He will 2 * Depart from me, ye curſed, into 
_ everlaſting for the Devil and his 
pA Th is 2 dreadful Sentence indeed; 
the immoral and unnatural Cauſe whereof is, 
Hardneſs of Heart, want of Compaſſion to the 
diſtreſſed, and of Charity, and of Help to the 
Brethren in Time of Need; and by Nature all 
Mankind ftand in that Relation one toward an- 
other. And theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting 
Puniſhment ; but the Ri into Life Eter- 
nal J. We ſee therefore, that whatever our No- 
tions or Profeſſions of Religion are, or among 
whomſoever we aſſociate ourſelves in this Life, 
all Mankind will be thus determined at laſt. 
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Now 


And ResToRATION by CHRIST. 81 
Now to conclude what I have been upon; the 

Subſtance of all is Charity, it is Love: All out 
Faith, Obedience, Worſhip, and whole Duty to- 
ward God, one toward another, and to Mankind 
in general, ſhould be done in Love: Therefore 
let every Soul endeavour, by Faith and Obe- 


the Love of God, to know the Effuſion and Di- 
vine Influences of it in his and her own Heart, 
and to be thereby ſanctified: And then whatever 
Duty we owe unto God our Creator and Father, 
will naturally ariſe and flow from that pure Foun- 
tain z and whatever is Good and Right among 
Mankind, will likewiſe ariſe and flow from thence; 
And that we may all ſettle upon this ſure Foun- 
dation, and come and remain under the Canop 
of this Love, and live and die under the Cond 
thereof, that ſo we may arrive at laſt in the Ocean 
of the Fulneſs „where the Spirits of the 
Juſt are made perfect, is my earneſt Tae we 
God our Heavenly Father, who with the Etei 
Son, through the Holy Spirit, is worthy now and 
for evermore. 5 ; 
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The Mzacirut k 
INVITAT I "ON of GOD 


A EL. May KIND, 
* WA 


Come unto Him 


FOR 


SALVATION. 


ADISCO U RSE delivered at the 
Meeting - Houſe in Gracechurch- Areet ; 
London, &. ym 25, 1 737 4 


— I. upon God this 
Evening with you, my Friends, I 
* have obſerved the moſt kind, the 
— Sr | moſt merciful, beneficent Invitation 

Doof the Moſt High unto All Man- 
kind, to return from the Evil of their Ways to 

Himſelf, and be ſaved : And, as I have conſi- 
L 2 b dered 


384 60D% Merciful INVITATION 


N dered the Invitation and the Univerſal Emnont 2 
it, I have reaſoned in myſelf from hence, and 1 
_ think; with very great Cleartiefs, CIC OY 
not precluded Any Soul from 
any Act or Decree of His, ſince A 2 
upon the Face of the Earth are included in this 
Invitation, which I have occaſionally read in the 
Holy Scripture not long ago 1 
manner, L There ! is no God elſe beſide me, 4 
s Juſt God, and a Saviour, there is none befide 
„me. Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, All the 
„Ends of the Earth, for I am God, and there is 
none elſe.“ Ja. xlv. 21, 22. The Ends of 
the Earth here are put for the Whole Inhabitants of 
it, and not reſtricted to Any Age or Time; and 
where A LL are invited, there is not One 
_ excepted : If therefore there be any Soul here under 
_ Diſtreſs, with Regard to Salvation, or any man- 
ner of Doubt or Queſtion about it, That Soul is 
certainly included in the Call of God, in this mer; 

| ciful Invitation to Salvation. | 


. 

here, and after what Manner to look unto God? 

t glad, if, through the Grace of 
God, I might be enabled this vening to help 
and rightly direct any one in this Point: I ſay 
then, that tho* in our Natural State we are all 
ignorant of God, yet that we may gradually come 
to the Knowledge of Hun, and live with Him 
lor ever, He hath iven, us Natural Senſes, Fa- 
a Une 5 ng, that, in the 
m, * our Eyes upon the Great 

of the Creation of God, we may, with | 
infallible Aſſurance, determine, that it hath an 
Almighty, All-viſe Autor an and dee and 


accord 
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accordingly the Apoſtle Paul, in his Epiſtle to 
the Romans, | i. 19, 20. ] ſpeaks very Rativhally, - 
as well as Divinely, os that Subjett 3 for as he 
. — ICI 
Gentiles, and they enured to the Exerciſe of their 
Natural Reaſon and Underſtanding, he took them 
in their own way of Thinking, in order to the 
of the Knowledge of God, ſaying, 
«« Becauſe that which may be known of God 1 
5 manifeſt in (or to) Them, for God hath 
, ſhewed it unto Them. For the Inviſible 
Things of Him from the Creation of the 
* World are clearly Seen, being Underſtood- by 
«© the Things that are made, even His Eternal 
Power and Godbead : CT 
„de) without Excuſe.” | 


Han the Apoſtle toe from the Effects to 

the Cauſe, and infers an undeniable Concluſion: 
The Things that are made, of whoſe Brings we are 
infallibly aſſured, even by our Senſes, that they 
are, that they have real Exiſtences : The Sun, 
Moon and Sta the innumerable Hoſt of Heaven, 
the Earth, and ail Things therein, and our own 
Being, of which we are certain, cheſe being Rea- 
lities, and not fantaſtical Appearances, Beings 
noble and ſtupendous, declare themſelves in their 
own Still, yet Loud and Well-known Language, 
even by their own Nature, to have an Eternal, 
Almighty, All-wife, Unlimited Power and Be- 
ing for their Author; and if Mankind be not 
become altogether without Thought, irrational 
and ſtupid, (H any one can be fo) they muſt needs 
know, that an Eternal, Incomprehenfible Power 
hath produced all theſe Things: We may and 
1 therefore, to look unto God in the T hings 

whic 


86 GO D's Merciful Invitation 
that He Is, and is Eternal, without Beginning or 
End in his Being; that He is, Almi in Power, 
All- wiſe, Omnipreſent ; that He given Be- 
ing to all Things, and ſupports and continues 
Them: That He is infihite in Love, Goodneſs, 
anc Mercy, . Beneficence and Truth: That 
He is ſo likewiſe in Righteouſneſs, and the Author 
of all thoſe Properties manifeſt (fo far as they are 
manifeſted) in Mankund{ This therefore is the 
firſt and moſt obvious Way we can look unto God, 
c Creatures, by the Things that are 


Wx have been ſome of us more, and others 
leſs Time in the World, and have ſeen, at leaſt in 
a ſuperficial manner, the Things that are made; 
let every one of ſuch therefore conſider, with 
reſpect to himſelf ; Have I at all looked unto God 
according to this Invitation ? Have I at all been 
able to perceive Him in his Works, but to look 
upon his Works only, without any due Regard 
to Himſelf, or Conſideration of the Things 
that are made, or the Greatneſs and Divine 
Properties and Attributes of the Almighty 
Author of them? 5 | 


Ax, as we all grant, that God is inviſible in 
Himſelf to all corporeal Eyes, the next way, 
whereby we may look unto Him with further Ad- 
miration, is, in the conſtant Courſe of his Pro- 
vidence, whereby He upholds and continues all 
his Works in Succeſſion from Generation to Gene- 
ration, and provides for them all, from the Higheſt 
to the Loweſt, Greateſt to the Leaſt, — 
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loſing or neglecting any one Species or Particular 
which He hach made; by which we may learn 
his endleſs Goodneſs, and, that He till regards 


* 


Ap We, and all the Ends of the Earth, have 
yet ſtill a more * way to look unto God 
for the glorious of that gracious Invitation; 
the Eternal Salvation of our Souls; that is, by 
the Divine Light of his Son, the Spirit of Chriſt, 
Who is before all Works and Worlds, and was 
with God when he laid the Foundations thereof, 
under the Character of Wiſdom, and fo declared 
to be in the as, 85 tures, 8 Wiſdom 
ich, The Lord poſſeſſed me in the Beginning 
of his Way, ge 1 0 old. I was 
« ſet up from Everlaſting, from the Beginning, 
& or e Earth was. When there were no 
„ Depths I was brought forth; when there were 
no Fountains abounding with Water. Before 
the Mountains were ſettled, before the Hills 
* was I brought forth, while as yet he had not 
«© made the Earth, nor the Fields, nor the 
«« higheſt Part of the Duſt of the World. When 
« He prepared the Heavens, I was there ; when 
He ſet a Compals upon the Face of the Depth; 
«« when He eſtabliſhed the Clouds above; when 
He ſtrengthened the Fountains of the Deep ; 
“ when He gave to the Sea his Decree, that the 
«© Waters Thonld not paſs his Commandment; 
When He appointed the Foundations of the 
Earth; then I was by Him, as One brought up 
« with Him: And I was daily his Delight, 
«< rejoicing always before Him; rejoicing. in the 
** habitable Part of his Earth; and my Delights 
| N 8 
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$6: moving than 'any 


88 GOD Merciful Ixvrrariox 


— 2 ob een at Prov. viii, 


* Abbins 6 Wiſdom, which bh l Winks of 
t me; for in her is an under- 


ng Spirit, holy, one only, manifold, 
10 1 Ay clear, undefiled, A not 


- ſabje& to Hurt, loving the Thing that is good, 


wick, which cannot be ir, ready to do 


$61 kind to Man, ſtedfaſt, fare, free from 


„Care, 2 & al Power, overſeeing all Things, 
«© and goin e all Underſtanding, pure 
Fs: aim Tube irits: For Wiſdom is more 
er ; the paſſeth and 
s goeth through Rf Fhings, by reafon of her 
1 Pürenefs; for the is the Breath of the Power 
45 of Cod, and a pure Influence flowing from the 

* Glory of the Almighty ; therefore can no 
defiled Thing fall into ber, for ſhe is the 


„ Brightneſs of the Everlaſting Light, the un- 


60 foored Mirror of the Power of God, and the 
% Image of his Goodneſs : And being but one, 
4 ſhe can do all Things ; and remaining in herſelf, 

* ſhe maketh all Things new; and in all Ages 
* entering into boly Souls, ſhe maketh them Friends 
* of Cod, and Pre hers 3 for God loveth none, but 
% Him that dwelleth with Wiſdom ; for ſhe is 
e more beautiful than the Sun, and above all the 
Order * Stars: being compared with the 
* 6 ſhe is found befare'? I. 


Tuts is thus written of the Lord Jeſus Criſt, 
4 Wiſdom of God, the Eternal, Eſſential Light, 
the Covenant of God with the Gentiles, the Word 
of God, and True Light, that lighteth _ Man 
chat cometh-1 into the World, 


AND 


To ALL MANKIND: 


Ab for a further Inſtrumental Hay t to Man- 
kind, to look unto Cod for Salvation, He hath alſo 
given us the Holy Scriptures: They were not 
all written at one Time, but occaſionally, at ſe- 
veral different Times and Ages, by the Divine 
Inſpiration, and 'cogent Force of the Influence 
of the Holy Spirit of Cbriſt, which is Eternal 

Wiſdom, and is before all Worlds, and before all 
Scriptures : The oldeſt Date of any of the Scrip- 
tures is in the Days of Moſes, about 797 Years 
after the Flood, hl about 2453 Years after the 
Creation, according to what he hath written. | 


And God e that Mankind woal# 
degenerate further and further, to a general Apo- 
ſtacy from Him, aſter the Flood, as well as be- 
fore, was pleaſed to inſtruct Mankind by Man, 
from time to time, by thoſe he made Choice of 
to that End ; for God doth much Good unto Man 
by Man, as fallen Man is an evil Inſtrument for 
the Hurt of Man; as faith the Scripture, For 
«© ſince by Man came Death, by Man came alſo 
the Reſurrection of the Dead. As in Adam all 
die, fo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive.“ 1 Cor. 
xv. 21, 22. So God makes uſe of Man, ſome 
for the Help of the reſt, according to his good 
Will and Pleaſure; and qualifies one and another, 
and ſo many as He pleaſes, from Age to Age, x 
and Generation to Generation. | 


Tun Siege then were thus written for the 
Inſtruction of thoſe Ages wherein they were writ- 
ten, and to whom they were delivered; and be- 
ng preſerved by the ſpecial Providence of God, 
and preſented by the ſame unto us in our own 
bo en they are * Learning ator 


And 
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3 
. —— e it was their 
own 


wn Imaginations and Mi that 
carried them to that exorbitant Expectation; yet 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt made a right Uſe of it, in 
order to draw or direct them 10 Himſelf, ſaying, 
« Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think 


that People, „Te will 
ye 7 have Life. They would 
not 72 unto God in Him who was accompanied 
by Almighty Power, y which he commanded 
| pers, healed all Manner of Diſeaſes by 


| Tan 1 not in arching the Seip 
tures, for they were written for their 


and that erty ty might hs Blog of x 


viour, 


F ALL Manx IN 91 
viour, by the Predictions and Promiſts of God 
contained in 1 and they are ever worthy to 


regarded ; for 
| of Film's e ee 


re He Mer bse 00 e 
might have Life, and that py 


88 it Bone abundantly: 2 75m . 3 


t they would not come unto Him for it 


e 


6 OD's Merciful Invitation 


they abundantly teſtify 


in every Diſpenſation? What End — 5 
in rrading the Scriptures ? Hath it been only to 


furniſh ourſelves with certain Texts thereof, where- 


ü upon one an- 
— this, that, and the other 
"Notion and; Opinion, true or falſe; and never re- 
gard the Moral Precepts, holy Examples, or 
er e ee octrin 
they contain, ſo as to bring them into Practice? 
e, > n 
ae ade e alt. 77 Lan 


7 ee we indeed looked — only True and 
Living God, of whom we, read in the Holy 
——— with Deſire and Hope of Salvation by 
Him? Have we booted, with Sincerity, to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of whom they teſtify ?, The 


Creation of God declares thar He is, but we can- 


T | | "Fon Can- 
£yow, Him thereby. No Man by ſearch- 
D can find out God 40 Perfection. by We all 
3 who have ſo ſearched, we cannot find 
. , we cannot fee. Him — and clear- 
there... They, teſtify, of-Chriſt; and are clear 
and: full. in their Teſtimony of and concerning 
Him u all Pins; Bu J am afraid the 
ſame Charge is too true at this Day, againſt the 
generality of People profeſſing the Chriſtian Faith 
and Religion, 5 — 2. juſtly uttered againſt 
the Feu in tha Tou will not come uno 
An Tou Highs but you 1x0ill, not come to 
the Son of God, thay you 29 may have Life, and 
eh the Ahoundings of it in Jou, * Him, 


C 
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5 even as a Well of living Water fxrngng * 
* unto Life Eternal.” gd 


'T HE Scriptures ive 2 Gus Ravens © of chi 
the Son, of God, a and that M uf 
of the Father, is revealed and manifeſt. in Him. 
They teſtify. that He is' the Eternal Word, Wif- 
dom, and Power of God ; ee hor, as - 
to his Bodily Appearance, o oly Virgin 
Mary , . of the Hi Ned a 
| ſhadowed her, the Holy Divine * came 
upon her, by which ſhe became pregnant, in 
order to that wonderful Production conceived. i in 
her thereby, that Holy Thing called the Son. of 

: Of which ſhe being. premoniſhed, by the 
Meſſenger of the Moſt High, ſhe believed the 
Meſſage, and by Faith conceived the true and 

promiſed Seed, the Redeemer. of the World; 
my all Men might believe in Him, and be born 

of the Spirit of Him, who was thus, by the Spirit, 
conceived in the Fleſn; that even, as Eve, falling 
by. Temptation from per Faith in the Word 
God, conceived: that evil Seed that was, of the 
Evil-One, the Murderer, that flew his Brother, and 
by whoſe Unbelief and Fall Sin entered and over- 
ſpread the World; ſo might all Mank ind, by 
Faith, look unto Him born of the Virgin, and 


uo the Fatber, in and by Him, for Saluation, 


for in Him alone is the Promile of God fulfilled ; 


5 The Seed of the Woman | ſhall bruiſe th Ser- 
66 pent's Head. 5 


Aub bes do the 3 iy con- 
cerning the Son of God? They bear Teſtimony 
of Him in more Points abundance than I have 
eiter Time or Strength, or is needful, at this 


Time 
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Wiſe and Learned in that Day a 


He ſpake as never Man fpake, wi 


. ee a_ N 
_ „ R — Ec res 1; mn s ' 
— —— . . rr 2 5 —— _ 
— 


Time to go through ; becauſe moſt of you now 


in my Audience (of ſeveral Perſuaſſons) have 


ml he bat eee Wine 5 yer Tl 
deſite and exho young Men and Women 


Tax Lord rat den 
till about the twelſth Year of his Age, and then a 
Glimpſe of the Wiſdom of che Father began to 
thine in Him, and through Him, among the 
among them; yet 
was not made manifeſt as the Meſſiah, until the 
Divine Influence of the ſame Power which ope 


rated in his Bodily Production, did anoint or 1 


Him to preach the Goſpel of Salvation unto his 
Pebple. And then He was made manifeſt, not 
only by wonderfal Works, but by his Do@trines 
which He publiſhed among the wv yet tho“ 
to 
that Wiſdom and Power in which He = roBg = 


few there were who underſtood Him; fo that they 
were ſtill ſhort, at that Time, e der um full 
Endl of his Appearance; for He was to be made 


manifeſt, not only to the Jews, but univerfally 
umd all Nations, in a nearer and more Divine 
and 
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and excellent way than his outward Appearance 
was, the” dt Was indeed glorious, but by De- 
to another, according 
Tſaiab, the E vangelical Pro- 
pher, of the Son of God, as Man 
in the State of a Servant of God, and even in a 
e in the Sight of Men, 
and in which he did indeed firſt appear in the Fleſh z 
that is 60 K. „ Behold my Servant whom I 
5 uphold; mine KL Or, in whom my Soul de- 
* lighteth z I have put my — gas. him, he 
<* ſhall bring forth udgment to or Gentiles. 
„ Jaiab. wil. 1. in, Ver. 6, 7. I the 

„ Lord haye call in Righteouſneſs and 


will hold thine Hand, and will keep thee, and 


ve thee for a Courant of the People, for a Light 
of the Gentilesz to open the blind Eyes, to 
„ bring out the Priſoners from the Priſon, and 


+ — that ſit n e of. n Foie | 
„„ 


Tun ih wad edi 
ral Hundreds f of Years before the Lord Chriſt 
came to that People, We may fee plainly by 
r all Na- 
tions, as a Light to inlighten them. T've m 5 
is inviſible, he dwelleth in divine eternal Light in- 
acceſſible; No Creature can dabold him as he is; 

there is therefore a Medium and Qualification 
needfu] to us, whereby we may approach him, 
come wo him, and be E ee 5 
and glorious Salvation; and therefore he bath nt 

forth bis Wor p, cloathed With a reaſonable 


* 0 5 
— — — — — 
ks Ss ; >» * 3 


2 " * 9 * 9 


1 About 713 Tears beſore Cb riſl 


Human 


i . 
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Human Mind, and Human Body, to declare him; 
according to that Saying, ** Sacrifice and Offer- 
ing thou didſt not - deſire, mine Ears haſt thou 
opened Burnt-Offering and Sin-Offering haſt 
thou not required: then ſaid I, Lo! I come: In 
( the Volume of the Book it is written of me; I 
* delight to do thy Will,, O my God; yea, thy 
„ Law is within my Heart.” 2 6. 


Jon 11. Ixvi. 3. - Heb. x. This Son of © 


Higheſt, thus cloathed with e is the 
Mediator between God and all other Men, by 
whoſe Holy Spirit and Power the Mind of Man is 
waſhed, ſanctified, and qualified, fo as, through 
this Veil, to behold the inacceſſible” Glory of the 
Father, and live. 


Now the Word himfelf is the Glory of the Fa- 
ther thus veiled, and is Light in Men, variouſly 
oportioned in Point of Manifeſtation, and pro- 
poſed as the Object of the Faith of all Men, as he 
15 Divine Light; the true Light, which lighteth 
Man that cometh into the World: And it is 
ſaid, ** The Gentiles ſhall come to this Light, 
4 and Kings to the Brightneſs of his Ariſing \ Taiah 
«Ix, 2, 3. And in his Nameſhall — Gentiles | 
* truſt” Matt, xi. 2 1. iv. 16, 


Tu Father hath ent his Son Chriſt, that all 
Mankind may believe in him, and look unto the 
Father, in and by him; and there is not another 
Way. Mankind were in Darkneſs, in Ignorance, 
they had loſt the Knowledge of God; and we 
likewiſe by Nature are all ignorant of - God, and 
can never come to the Knowledge of him, and 
look to him ſo as to be ſaved by hum, till we 
look unto him in his own Light. = 1 

THE 


2 
# 


- fl WY Ar dtn, E 


Taz firſt Thing 83 that we Mortals 
muſt do, in order to this Salvation, is; to believe 
in this Light, and the Power that dwelleth therein: 
For without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, 
e or to he born of this Light, or become a Cid 

* of God, who is Light. Fa : 
the Faith of the bec þ 
raiſed in the Heart by the Manifeſtation of the 
Light and Power of the Spirit of Chriſt in the 

There the Scriptures teſtify; that he is: 
9 ie Ward is nigh thee, in thy Heart, and in 
65 thy Mouth; that thou may ſt — | 
and again, faith Chriſt of himſelf, 4. I am the 
Light of the World; he that followeth me ſhall 
5 not abide in Darkneſs, but ſhall have the Tight 


«c of Life. ” 


5 " Aoki; on and receive. 
him, as he is the Word of God, and as he is God x 
for the Scriptures ſo teſtify of him, © That in the 
ning was the Word, and the Word was 
„ with God; and the Word was God: In him 
was Life, and the Life was the Light of Men.“ 
So then, this Evangeliſt plainly declares the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt to be the res God, manifeſted in the 
Proper Nature of Man, Does the Evangeliſt there- 
fore teach that the Divine Nature was changed 
into the Human? No: or that the Human Nature 
was become the Divine Nature? No truly; but 
that the Human Nature, a reaſonable Soul, 
| cloathed with a Human Body, was aflumed by the 
Divine Word, the Wiſdom and Power of God, 
in a ſubſtantial Union, the Word and. reaſonable 
Soul,; or Mind, * le any more to 


4 8 be 
5 


'GOD's Merciful biytrarion > 


23 the Soul and Body were onee 


after their firſt Fu * one Man. 


the exernal Son of Goa, 


OY # FE 4" # - 


#* 


Au Fekis 


u not malls, e eue neither was he made, 


eee! ei Body or Mind, 
bur begorren by Divine Influence z and under this 
Confideration, - and by Virtue of this Union, the 


Lord Jeſs Chr, 0 with God, is properly 


my God, being denominated accord-' 
os erior Nature, and, in that Senſe, is 
God. And he is alſo che Holy Ghoft, the*Sp7rit 
of Tub, the Comforter, in his ſpiritual Nature 
Cloathed with Humanity, and leadeth into all 
Truth; and in this Union he is alſo the Light 


of the World. who could never have _—_ him 
in dis unveiled Beit). 


* PX 2 


WI muſt therefore not remain in a bare Re- | 


port of God, Chriſt, though we find it in the 


Holy- tures, and that Teſti mony is for ever 
true but e muſt look unto God through Chriſt 
the Mediator, near unto ourſelves, ' as Chriſt faid 


| of his on Spirit, F * He 'dwetleth with you, 


4 and ſhall be in you; I vill not leave you com- 


& fortleſs 3] will come to you.” Again; He 


came unto his Own, and his Own received him 
8 4 but as many as received him, to them 

+ gave he Power to become the Sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his Name, as 
he's the Word of Gods , 


Ts Art e 8 


Tus TOY were m pan th 4 Wer pa 
f than other Men, 7k "Cbret . of 
Works, made with their Paten by ths Miele 5 
tion of Moſes, the Servant at Mount Sinai; but 
they rejected Chriſt as a Deceiver, tiwugh he is the 
Son of God, and Mediator of a more excellem 
Law and Covenant, which ſhall endurt for ever 
yer there. was Remnant of them that believed 
Unbelievers, he gave Power — — 
bf God: Not by. Etertial Generation, a8 the Son 
himſelf is, but by Reg in Time, where 
by they are made Partakers of the Divine Nature; 
as it is written, Foraſmuch tien as the Chil- 
F+: dren are Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, he (ti 
6 Sof) himſelf likewiſe took Part of the fame ; 
ſo then the Son tobk Part of the Human Nature; 
that we might be made Partakers'of the: Diva 
Nature in him, Faith in his Power, and 
become the Sons of God, not by Creation 
only in the Firſt uam, but as of God; 
by Chrift, the Word of his Power, who is the 
Second Adam, thei Lord from Heaven, the Lord 
and Giver of Life, and quickning Spirit; cloathed 
with Humanity, like undo us in all Things, Sin 
excepted: That as he was n little tower than the An- 
gels, for the! of Death for us, ſo we, by 
— Bae, che Firſt. born, 
before the Throne of the Father, petf6&t i Ve 
with the rn eaſe of the 7 An- 


WES CNY! a e bis com LY 
on guts 2199 445 dats ame 
| N 2 
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of God, and Spirits of the Juſt, who on Earth 


2 from Al the Ends of he ger 


beget Fleſh and Blood: Nature 


beger and bring forth her own Likeneſs. 


Procreation, according to the Ordinance of God 
in Nature, and of our next immediate Parents 
after the Fleſh'; but we muſt all believe in the 
Fpiri and Power of Chriſt, in his immediate 


8 T1 77 

generated, and brought forth in the Image of God, 
and — — the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 
' whom we have likewiſe believed in our Day; 

For if we ſhould receive all the Doctrines of Truth 
which they received, and be in the Practice of all 
the Eſtabliſhments ſettled among them by the 
Wiſdom of Truth, by way of Tradition only, 
without the Life and Light: of Truth revealed in 
| ourſelves, we ſhould fall ſhort of Sahvation'in the 
Kad, . 


* . 


| " Bog as we are all likewiſe called of God, by 
his Univerſal Grace, and none.excluded, we muſt 
| Pay with the Means which God hath appointed, 


In 


Ta. WE 7 e IND. 


| in order ophrain this Salvation; Seth | 
follow, and obey the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Word 
of Life, as He is Divinely revealed and mani - 
feſted in us; i oF 
Age have already ſo besen, | 


Tor 


Aur ie is Gd; He is Omnipreſent, and 
therefore very near unto all Mankind, and in us, 
tho? we. cannot perceive: Him in our Natural 
State, becauſe of our want of alifica- 
tions ; we are blind by Nature, as to the Things 

of God, and deny from Him. Saul, 
thr a furious was perſecutin the 
=. q of Chriſt, till Light from the on of 
& (God from Heaven ſhined around him, and 
+ with a Voice from above confounded him; 
** ſaying, Saul ! Saul ! why thou me?” 
For which. unreaſonable Work he could offer no 
Reaſon, but humbly ſubmitted to the Juſt vas 
ment exerciſed upon him from Above.” 


WI may fee then how this gra Perfcuo 
was convinced of the Error of Way ger 07 
Light from Heaven, and the Voice of the Son of 
God. Oh! the blind Zeal: and Wickedneſs of 
fooliſh and furious Man, in perſecuting the Chil- 
dren of God, as faith the Scripture, They that 
<< are born after the Fleſh, always perſecute them 
«© that are born after the Spirit,” until God in 
Goodneſs and Mercy unto his own Seed, con- 
founds and rebukes their Enemies, by his Voice 
from Heaven, by his divine and 


3 
and puts a Stop to their F nd Mews 


is a cogent Energy in the Voice of Ea tho 
a my other Power; this Perſecutor was overcome 


the J reby 2 
. * * 


„ 2 EA s 


GOD's Mebdiful „ 
aid, of a furious Perſeciſtor roo 
in bis Members upon Earth, in the Spiri 
Pome of the Pr and Rl f that f. Gi 
cams a noble Inſtrument fot Chriſt anti the 
of God, through thoſe tcations wrone 
him by the Spirit of Chriſt, which alſo 3 
him in his Miniſtry, whether in publiſhing the 
Truths of the Goſpel revealed unto him given 
bim in Charge, or Working of Miracles, accord- 
ing to the Diſpenſation of God in that Age of the 
„World. We may ſer therefore in this great In- 
tance, hom ſoon the Lord can work ſo great a 
Change in tie Fiearts and Underſtandings of 
Mankind: But to witneſs a real in our - 
ſelves, and the Completion of it by the ſame 
Power, is what all ought to wait for, and not 
reſt contented in hearing what the Lord hath 
P 
18 +5 q 

4 Who art ene Lond, that 171 
I obſerve further upon this, that at that Time the 
Son of God was exalted at the Right Hand of 
the Eternal Majeſty. on high; glorified with tbe 
He iary tbe u ſh che Fe befote all 
Worlds, far above all Principalities and Powers, 
out of the reach of all Perſecution in, Himſelf; yet 
we may ſee He takes the Perſecutions exerciſed 
deeb who, believe in his Name on Earth, 
e born:of the ſame- Immortal Power and 
ord of Life, as done uhto Himſelf ; for 


W not _ to call them Brethren. What 
who 


eat and glorious Privileges then have they 
© he Son (of nd, and ſtand for the 


3 1115 * 


1 0 


" 
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God for Salvation at laſt, through and out of All 
Perſecution and Suffering fot his Name's Sake _ 
: N OY e ee, abies o 


laſt Age? And 1 40 believe, nay I atm affiare 4 
of it, that the Lord will cut off chat evil | 
by the Root, and leave Henther Root nor Branch 
N in his own due Time. * 200g * 


1 


Tus Name of Saul being c 00 4 into Oba : 
and his Heart greatly. changed and turned unto. 
the Lord, he was fent on 4 better Errand ; for 
his Miffion was, '« to bear the Name of che 
Lord before the Gentiles, and Kings, and the 
« Children of Jfac! : He was filled with" the 
Holy Ghoſt, made a Miniſter thereby, and 
& (OE unto the Gentiles, to open their Eyes, and 
* turn them fram Darkneſt to Light, and om 
% the Power of Satan unto God, that they might 
receive Forgiveneſs Sins, and 13 
«a tor who. are by Faith in the 
* 15 God.“ 48:1 ix. 8 . * Fs 7 
. 1 


4 


"wow the Like 5 is thi the nba * 14 
are to be turned unto, in order to the Forgive- 


neſs of their Sins, Sanctification of their Hearts, 
and Inheritance among the Sanftified? He is even. 
the ſame I have mentioned unto you already, 
where the Father ſaid unto the Sen, « will 
5 en . a Light « of the Gentiles, and a Cove- 


nant 


164 G *  Mecful b Wen e 
F | 
of Himſelf, ++ I am the ir of the Wirld , ” , 

unto, Flt who is the Hor of God, the True 


in this Light, 
turned unto Him, may have Remiſ- 
fion of Sa and Inheritance among them who 
are ſanctified through Faith in Him; without 
which Faith, Turning, and Sanctification, there 
is not, ever was, or ſhall be, any ſuch Inhe- 
ritance, by any Soul who hath known the Viſi- 
tation and Napitcitaton LT in * * 
and rejected it. N 


Tuts Light hach Kea in Dai from the 
firſt Lapſe of Mankind, and doth ſtill ſhine 
there, and ever will, throughout all Ages. Man, 
in his Natural State is, in Compariſon of. this 
Light, but - Darkneſs: This is that Darkneſs of 
which the Son of God gives this Caution, Take 
*© heed therefore that the Light which is in thee 


„be not Darkneſs. If the Light that is in 
* thee be Darkneſs, how great is that Darkneſs!” 
it is even total Darkneſs. The Natural Mind, 
with all its Reaſon and Faculties, is but *, "IM fm 
rieſs, with reſpect to the Knowledge of God, or 
the Things of God pettaining to his Kingdom, 
according to the Apoſtle to the Believers in that 
Day, Ze were ſometimes Darkneſs, but now. 
« axe ye Oe” in the Lord : LM v. 8.) walk 
e 


„ | * 
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46 as Children of Li bt. Again, ſaid the Lord 
Chrift unto his ers and Followers in that 
vo. Fe are the Light of the Werd“ Mar. 
- And this is ſtill the fame in all that dwell 
in hs Light and Lit of he Son of God, i 


Age of the n 


Prince of the Power of * and from 
Mankind thetnſelves, 'who are by "Natare chat 
Darkneſs, unto the Son of God, who is that 
true Light, which lighteth every Man chat 
cometh into the World. He is always th the 
World, a Witneſs tor the Father Saint the 
World, and the Sim and ions of it: A 
Reprover and Condemner of the World, until 
they believe in Him, turn unto Him, and re- 
pent, and forſake the Evil of their Ways, them - 
ſelves, and the Evil-One: And then that Di- 
bind Bye is opened; the 2 

d Eye is ar 19 | 
and Mankind bebold the Beauty of the Lord 
in Holineſs, and in Trath, and bear che ſafe 
Yolo ef yen by . . 


70 0 the blind Eye, &:. This b uh 
Work of 2 Miniſtry which God Mintif i . 
the Author of, Who afe raiſed up and qualifled, 
by the Word of * Truth working in ther to 
that End, and by no other Way: And tho? 
they preach Chriſt the Light of the World, in 
the Demonſtration of his Spirit and Power, and 
thoſe Truths and Doctrines which tend to the 
opeping of the Eyes 2 the Undefftandings of 
Mankind, 


ay -- 


106 GOD's Merciful InviratION 
Mankind, yet ſtill it is God Himſelf who 
Worleeth this great Work, where it is wrought ; 
his Miniſters are only. Co-workers with his- Holy 
| —_— 2 — Inſtruments ”_ 
whom He himſelf bringeth to 
ſo great Works and Salvation; as the Apo- 
ſtle ſaith of the Redeemed in that Day, «© We 
* are his Workmanſhip, created in. Chriſt Jelus 
r Epb. ü. 10. 5 


60 The Script „ faith the Apoſtle ®, * 
„ concluded ne n Was it —— 
kind ſhould- be ſettled in Sin for Life in this 
World, as Fools have taught? No, by no 
Means, he ſpeaketh more excellent Things || ; 
That the Promiſe by. Faith of Jeſus Chriſt 

might be given to them that believe;“ ſo 
that it is only declaratory of the State of the 
Natural Man until he believe in Chriſt. How 
then muſt Mankind believe in Chriſt? Accord- 
ing to the Promiſe, I will give thee a Light 
of the Gentiles ; that all Mankind might be- 
lieve in the Son of God, the Light of the 
World, according to this Promiſe, and come 
uno the Father, by Him who is Light, and 
be ſaved from Darkneſs, and from him who 
hath Power in the Darkneſs, which is the De- 
vil. Chriſt is the Wiſdom and Power of God, 
and, as ſuch, is God ; his Wiſdom and Power 


id one, and is Himſelf; He is that Wiſdom 


| and . and the fame 18 the Word; God 


— — i _ hs p90 
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* Galatians i ili. 22. | | 
1 Ibid. 
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is one, The Human Mind is not God, nor! i 
the Human Body; the Human Mind and Body 
are Effects of dos Divine Wildow and Powers 
The Cauſe. is before the Effects, they are ſub- 
ſequent : Let becauſe the Humanity is taken 
unto the Divine Nature, - abſorbed therein, and 
inſeparably united cherewith, Jeſus Chriſt, who 
is that Holy and Divine Man, is called God. 
in the holy Scripture, becauſe of the Super- 
excellency and Pre- eminence of the Divine Na- 
ture with which the Human Nature is annexed 
inſeparably for ever; ſo that the Wiſdom and 
| — of the Father, in this Humanity and 
Union, are one Chriſt, = Meſſiah, the Savi- 
our of the World, under the Character of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and therefore let all the World ook 
unto the Father, by Him, for Salvation, for there 
i 22 Name given under Heaven, or ever 
ſhall be, but the Name of Jeſus, by which 
Mankind ever were, are, or ſhall be faved ; 
„He had a Veſture dipped in Blood, His 
% Name is called The Word of God. And 
at the Name of Jeſus, whenever, or in whom- 
ſoever, the Father 1 this wonderful power- 
ful Name, then ſhall every Knee bow, and 
every Tongue confeſs unto Him, the Judge of 
the World, either in a Day of Viſitation, in 
Mercy to Life Eternal, or ann unta 
Puniſhment, - 


Now the Lord Jeſus Quilt, having a real 
Human Body, ſubject unto Death, as ours are, 
He was crucified therein, according to the 
Scriptures, as a Propitiation for the Sing of the 
whole World, declaratory of the Love and 

O 2 Mercy 


1x68 GOD's Merciful IxVIXAT ION 
Mercy of the Father to Mankind univerſally, 
who ſent his Son into the World, not to 
tisfy a vindiftive Juſtice, as that which is of 
Man, which exacteth the utmoſt Farthing, or 
elſe no Satisfaction or ' Forgiveneſs, but in the 
Will of the Father, who ſent Him in Love, 
to deelare his Love, Goodneſs, and Mercy, 
and Forgiveneſs of Sins unto all Mankind, up- 
on Condition of Faith in this Meſſenger, and 
Repentance from dead Works; I will have 
% Mercy and not Sacrifice r. 


Byr tho? the Human Mind of Chrift was 
| ſeparated from his Body the Croſs, and 
ſo remained for a Time, which is the' common 
Death; yet the Word and Mind were never 
ſeparated from the Time of their firft Union, 
nor ever can be, (for then the whole Chriſt 
muſt have been diffolved and eeaſed;) and the 
ſame Word, in the fame Human Mind, re- 
ſumed the ſame Body; as faith the Lord Jeſus, 
„No Man taketh my Life from me, but I lay 
it down of myſelf: I have Power to lay it 
„down, and I have Power to take it again. 
This Commandment I have received of my 
« Father J. Seeing the Body and Mind, whilſt 
in a State of vital Union, make one Man, was 
the Humanity of Chrift then diſſolved, when the 
Mind and Body were ſeparated? No; for tho“ 
Body and Mind make one Man while in Union, 


_—_—__ 
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4 Matthew ix. 13. xii. 7. Hoſea vi. 6. | 
44 Jabs . 166. EE 
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irnul a gar the Boy is put 
and when that Separation 
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eparation of the Mind 
Death, 1 
the Soul and 


which ſhe becomes totally corrupted, 
mortal in the manner that the Body IS, 
remaineth in this Death, and yet liveth a 

L in this Corruption, until this 
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reſtore her unto Life, oogh F aith in his 

mighty Word; for in Him ſtill is Life, 
that Life is tho. Light of Men; as it is 
written, Awake thou that leepeſt, ariſe from 


4 74 


* the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee 2 


By this it appears, that tho this Light 
all Mankind, as a faving Gift from 

the Nature of it, yet we are not 
it, as ſuch, until we are quickened, in 
Degree, by the powerful Voice of the Son 
od 3 —.— to that Saying, The Hour 
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«+ cometh; and now' is,” "when the dead ſhall 
r 
n N wo egy 1 


Inciſion in his Holy Side, ſufficient for the — 
2 of a Man's whole Hand, piercing Him 
to whence iſſued both Blood and 
infallible Proof, that he was really 
+ 1 . — Power, 

at natur ep" raiſed 


Bur bakore BE and * was up- 
on the Croſs, between the two Thieves, he ſaid 
to the believing and penitent one, This Day 
+ thou ſhalt be with me in Paradiſe; from 

which we may receive Inftrution £ 


Hirt, Thar at t what Time wever Man be. 
lieveth in the Son of God, confeſſes his Sins 
before Him, and repents, be ſhall have Mercy 
and Forgiveneſs ; and, if not in a dying Hour, 
if he perſeveres in Faith and Obedience, ſhall 
have a Place of Reſt and Divine Pleaſure with 
the Lord for ever. And ſeeing that Chriſt was 
that ſame Day-in Paradiſe, and the Thief there 
with ler when the body of Cn lay in 


** — —— 


+ John x. 18, Iſaiah lin. 10, 12. 
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| 111 
the all cee chit alters a 
Sen f. Thief was ee the Croſs, 
after the Manner of Criminals in that Part of 
the World in thoſe Days; What was that Mz 
in Chriſt, and that Thau 1 
were in Paradiſe that ſame Da 
cified ? It could not be in 


K 


L ene, T the Union of as. 
58 Manhood of Chriſt, was not diſſolved or ſe- 
parated, by the Death of his Body, but remained 
| periect Te. 


; Senn then, chat po Tun of the Divine 
and Human Natures conſtitute one Chriſt and 
Saviour, the Lord Jeſus remained to be that Sa- 
viour, after the Death of his Body, and whilſt 
it remained in that State, as well as oy and 
luce, and ſo will remain to al 5 


 Thirdy, Tur though the Body of the Thi 

rg yet the Mind was at the fame Time 
vith Chriſt i in a State of- Salvation, divine Pleaſure 
and Glory; and fo he will remain for ever. Ac- 
cording to that Saying of the Lord, I am the 
. Reſurrection, and the Life: He that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he live. 
„ And whoſoever liveth and believeth in me, 


3 8 = ** ok. Mt. — 
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| + John xi. 25. 
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t ſhall never die. From hence we may clearly 
infer, that though the natural Man be 


Knowledge of God, in Treſpaſſes and Sins, yet by 
Faich in the Son of God, who is the Reſurrect ion 
and Life Eternal, he ſhall be raiſed in this World, 
united with it, and con conowng to believe therein, 
ſhall never die with Reſpect to that Liſe; he ſhall 
not be ſeparated from it — more, but ſhall live 


with God and the Lamb therein for ever, though 


his Body ſhall die: For this Saying of Chriſt can- 


not be underſtood to relate to the temporal Life 
or Death of the Body: Firſt, becauſe a Man who 
is naturally dead, Ar: in that State begin to 
believe, and thereby attain to a bodily Life: Se- 
condly, becauſe if it related to 4 bodily Life or 
Death, then ſuch as believed in him ſhonld never 


die in that Senſe, but live in the ſame Bodies for 


erer. And in that Caſe all the Apoſtles of Chriſt, 

and Primitives in that Age, and all m every Ge- 
neration ſince, - unto this preſent Age, who have 
believed in Chriſt, would have been now alive in 
their Bodies, here upon. the Earth; or be what 
ſome call tranſlated, of which we have no Ac- 
count; or otherwiſe none of them, or any others, 
ever believed, and therefore follow ing the common 
Courſe of Unbelievers, they are dead; both which 
would be inconſiſtent. with that Saying of the Sorr 
of God, and therefore not to be admitted: 
But the Doctrine of a ſpiritual and eternal Life, by 
Chriſt who is that Life, thereby eſtabliſned, is 
further illuſtrated by what Chriſt ſaid to the Thief 
upon the Croſs as above; and that the Minds of 
| 110 are united unto Chriſt, by the "Work 

| or 


ignorant of 
the Life of Chriſt, and dead to all Senſe of the 


and Enj oyment of that Life, be 


Bor is the Bully of Cheitt was taeda 
the ſame divine Power, by whoſe holy B 
it was formed or in che Wemb of the 
Virgin, and the fame Human Mind thereunto re- 
united, as the Scriptures teſtify, -and aſcended as 
they likewiſe declare: ſome nay A nn 
tizing from the Truth and Light of the Son 
in-the:nſelves, Ahr ger Haben bare iis 
thereby, nd bong ori of his LOO 
with reſpect to luman Mind, have oppoſed his 


Bodily Appearance to his ritual; ſaying, 
0 1 be wiguin. a i Man) a 4 . fot 
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o& Bias, by which | they —————— 
ments and Eftabliſhments of God of none Effet 
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=; - -  mapuſeſted there, as.the immediate Object of their 
=”, - Faith, herein believing, and being thereby 
3 A ied, they then. as." ſenſible, += 
5 Experichce, of the Flowings of his Divine Love, 
- Virtue, and Power. "As be laid in the Caſe of 


the diſte Perſon who. ſecretly believed in 
him (yet not own it, as if ſhe meant to ſteal. 
a Cure from him) and that if ſhe could but touch 
che Hem of his Garment, the ſhould be whole: 
- „Are is . . out. f MI. 


* We — 


obſerve finds ab 
Paſſage with- ther yer itent Thief upon the Croſs,” 
that this ou of whic h Chriſt ſpake, * 
Day ſhould be wih che Soul of Chriſt in Parade 

ins Straw of Salvation and Divine Eternal Fleaſums 
was the Mind, the Soul of the Man, and not the 
Body; from which it followeth, that the Mind is 
the Man, without his earthly Tabernacle, and that 
himſelf is a ſpiritual Body, into which is breathed: 
Divine Eternal Lite, by Jeſus Chriſt, the Second 
Adam, as he is the quic Spirit, the Lord: 


and Giver of Life Eternal, to dll chat — 


7 


3 CY 1 
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Taz Heart and Mind of Mankind, even in 
Fx is capable of a good Degree of Divine 
Conſolation and F Pleature” in a State of Reconci- 


Ts ns a ci * 7 


lation with God, through Chriſt, and Faithfulneſs 


to known Duties; as many in this Age, by ha 
Experience through the Grace of God, de 4 LPT, 
End, are 3 
Ocean of the Fulneſs thereof, as ſoon as they de- 
part our of their Earthly Bodies; nor do ſuch at , 
en 1 all 


n +3 7: 24 4 a 


Anv that it may be fo with 


* * 


” U 5 { 3 4 


Audience, now and to all 
ſincere Deſire and Prayer to' the Lord Jod, 
vho hath thus mercifully invited all Mankind 
to look unto Himſelf, and be faved. 
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